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MLB All-Star Game Festivities Come to DC

PLAY BALL Park
PLAY BALL Park is a 

56,000-square-feet interactive 
area where Major League Base-
ball (MLB) and its program-
ming partners will provide fun, 
engaging, and educational activities for 
youth baseball and softball players and 
their families—all in the backdrop of 
the Midsummer Classic. Programming 
partners include MLB, USA Baseball, 
USA Softball, the Positive Coaching Alli-
ance, Boys & Girls Club of America, and 
other PLAY BALL partners such as Chevy, 
Scotts, and Nathan’s Famous.
Location: The Yards  
Date & Time: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily  
(tentative)

YARDS PARK ALL-STAR 
INSTALLATIONS

Larger-than-life inflatable installa-
tions will be featured throughout Yards 
Park and Canal Park, including 15 eight-
foot baseballs repping all MLB teams 
and two 12-foot baseball gloves offer-
ings baseball lovers the perfect Insta-
grammable photo opportunities to enjoy 
before or after a game or dinner along the 
riverfront.
Location: Yards Park and Canal Park
Date: July 12 to July 18

THE COLOR RUN ALL-STAR 5K
The Color Run MLB All-Star 

5K is a ticketed, pre-race party 
that will be held at the start line 
with music, dancing, warm-
up stretching, and giveaways. 
This event is open to the pub-
lic and will feature an untimed 
run around the Anacostia River, 
through Anacostia Park and 
Yards Park.
Date & Time: July 13 at 8 a.m.

ALL-STAR SUMMER RIVERFEST
The Yards and the Capitol Riverfront 

Business Improvement District will host 
a family-friendly All-Star Summer Riv-
erfront Festival at Yards Park and the 
Boardwalk. The Yards Park will be trans-
formed into a real-life sandlot where 
attendees can enjoy live music, pop-up 
bars, tasty food, photo booths, baseball-
themed activities, and games including 

See “Festivities,” page 9

DC United’s Audi Field Opens July 14

The second major league sports 
team to open a stadium in the 
neighborhood in the past 10 

years will be DC United with its new 
home, Audi Field. The first game is 
scheduled for July 14 against the Van-
couver Whitecaps FC. 

Or, as DC United puts it: 
“Audi Field will be the home for 

D.C. United, the most decorated fran-
chise in U.S. soccer history and the 
most championed professional team 
in the District of Columbia. Opening 
in 2018, it will also host a variety of 
other sporting and cultural events, 
community activities, and concerts. 
The state-of-the-art urban facility 
has a capacity of 20,000 fans and will 
feature 31 luxury suites, a bike valet, 
and 500,000 total square feet of mixed-

use retail and residential space on site, 
making it a 365-day destination for fans 
and D.C. residents alike.”

In addition to encouraging public 
transportation and biking to the site, 

See “Audi Field,” page 11
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DC Cancer Consortium is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization 
registered in the District of Columbia, the State of Maryland 
and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Contributions are 
tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

The Thelma D. Jones Breast Cancer Fund 
was created to help reduce the high number 
of breast cancer cases and high death rates 
among our region’s most vulnerable residents. 
With your help, we can reduce the rate of cases 
and number of deaths from breast cancer. 

Donations support outreach and education 
strategies that link low-income, uninsured 
and underinsured women with information,  
screening and diagnostic services.

Gifts may be made by sending check, money  
order or credit card authorization to the  
Southwest Renaissance Development Corporation 
at the address listed below. 

When donating by mail, please make check 
or money order payable to the Southwest  
Renaissance Development Corporation and 
write The Thelma D. Jones Breast Cancer Fund 
on the memo line.

Southwest Renaissance  
Development Corporation

400 I Street, SW
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 484-7700 or (202) 251-1639
tjones15@verizon.net

The Southwest Renaissance Development Corporation is a 
501 (c)(3) nonprofit corporation serving as the fiduciary agent 
of The Thelma D. Jones Breast Cancer Fund.

Amidon-Bowen Cheerleaders 
Are Second Year Champs! 
Southwest’s Amidon-Bowen Ele-

mentary School added another 
first place trophy to its collec-

tion! The Amidon-Bowen Cheerleading 
Team placed first for the second year 
in a row in their division at the DCIAA 
cheerleading competition on March 3. 
Not only did they win first place, but 
they scored higher than all the middle 
and high schools in their novice divi-
sion, and they won the DCIAA Grand 
Champion award. From great facial 
expressions and their hard work and 
dedication all season, the cheerleaders 
turned it up a notch and gave us a high-
er level performance displaying a high-
energy routine for all to enjoy. Their 
hard work leading up to the competi-
tion was certainly evident on the floor 
as they competed at Howard University.

The team consists of 13 girls, all 
fourth and fifth graders. They practiced 
four days a week including weekend 
practices to prepare for the competi-
tion. The team is led by Head Coach 
Christina Shelton and Assistant Coach-
es Jenn Kordell and Asia Goode who 
are full-time employees at the school 
and volunteer after school to coach 
the cheerleading team. Ms. Shelton has 
been coaching cheerleading at Ami-
don-Bowen for five years and this is her 
second consecutive first place win with 
the team.

“I cannot display how proud I am of 
these beautiful young ladies! They each 
individually are very smart and talented 
where each brings their own personal-
ity on the floor. Last year I mentioned 
that we cannot wait to defend our title 
and we made that happen. We look for-
ward for everyone to see what Amidon 
has to offer next year!” Ms. Shelton said. 

The team has continued to make 
appearances, such as this year’s Eman-
cipation Day parade! The team will also 
focus on fundraising efforts to help 
expand their team and to compete in 
external cheerleading competitions 
next year. To support the cheerleading 
team, please contact Ms. Shelton at 
christina.shelton@dc.gov.

Former Amidon Student Athlete Turned Rising Coach

Southwest’s Amidon-Bowen Elemen-
tary School Flag Football Team has 
added another trophy to its collec-

tion! The team was named the city-wide 

first place grand champions on May 18. 

Their hard work leading up to the cham-

pionship was certainly displayed on the 

field with a much deserving win.

The team consists of fourth and 

fifth grade boys. The team is led by Head 

Coach Alan Clipper, who is a former stu-

dent athlete who attended Amidon him-

self. He is also a full-time employee at 

the school and volunteers after school 

to coach flag football at Amidon-Bowen 

and coaches track and field for Jefferson 

Academy. Coach Clipper has been coach-

ing flag football at Amidon-Bowen for two 

years and this will be the team’s second 

first place win. 

“I would like to say thank you to the 

Southwest community for your support 

this past school year, it is deeply appreci-

ated. To be able to coach the Amidon-

Bowen Tigers Flag Football Team and win 

the City Championship two years in a row 

was a surreal experience. The student ath-

letes of Amidon-Bowen showed a remark-

able level of team work, dedication, and 

unity to earn the title of ‘City Champions,’” 

Coach Clipper said.

The Amidon-Bowen athletic program 

over the years has and will continue to 

thrive. The hard work and dedication that 

the Amidon-Bowen coaches are putting 

into their students is remarkable. They 

always make sure to show their students 

that they are a student first, and an ath-

lete second. What a great way to end the 

school year!
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Amidon-Bowen: A Year in Review
BY: ROSE SHELTON, PROUD PARENT  

OF AMIDON-BOWEN STUDENT

This year at Amidon-Bowen has 
been busy and productive. There 
are so many things to review. So 

many reasons to be proud. As a first-
year parent at Amidon-Bowen, I was not 
sure what to expect of the school or its 
administration. I have to say that I was 
not only very satisfied with the school, 
the staff, the children, parents, and 
the parent-teacher association (PTA), 
but am grateful for the level of dedica-
tion and drive toward greatness by all 
I encounter. Amidon-Bowen is a dia-
mond of a school. But, you do not need 
to take it from me, the accomplishments 
of the year and the words of the students 
tell it all. 

I sat down with a few of our Amidon-
Bowen cheerleaders to get their per-
spective on the year. I must say these 
young ladies are amazing and have 
such a bond that it was more like being 
among sisters.

“I thought the year was good,” most 
said. “We reached our academic goals 
and many of us are going to graduate 
and leave the school this year. It is hard 
leaving. We will miss the school, our 
teachers, and each other.” The cheer-
leaders stated they appreciated their 
teachers for their dedication and how 

they made them feel empowered and 
encouraged. The young ladies told me 
how some teachers mentored them, like 
Ms. Harper, for instance, who takes an 
interest in the students’ overall develop-
ment, not just their academic growth. 
The young ladies spoke of how they 
enjoyed all the activities during school 
and in aftercare that Ms. Shorn led the 
way on. They voiced how Ms. Hugee and 
Ms. Keyes made them feel they could 
accomplish their goals, no matter what 
the goals were. They also expressed how 
they will miss a very special teacher, 
Ms. Worthington. She is retiring from 
Amidon-Bowen this year. One young 
lady stated that she wanted to cry when 
she heard Ms. Worthington was leav-
ing, not only because she was a good 

teacher, but because it is hard to imag-
ine Amidon-Bowen without her light. 
Ms. Worthington was a fixture. “When I 
think of Amidon-Bowen, I think of Ms. 
Worthington, and when I think of Ms. 
Worthington, I think of Amidon-Bowen. 
To think about one without the other is 
hard.”

We discussed further their success as 
a cheerleading team. The Amidon-Bow-
en cheerleaders are actually this year’s 
DCIAA Cheer Champions. They not only 
solidified their first place win, but they 
also got the highest score in the history 
of their category. The girls contributed 
their success to Ms. Shelton, who used 
discipline and love as the foundation of 
her program. Ms. Shelton’s dedication 
and creativity has inspired the girls to 

create, work hard, and never settle for 
good enough in other areas of their lives. 

The cheer team shared with me that 
they recruited a team life coach, Ms. 
Goode, to help with disputes and to 
“get their lives together” so it would not 
interfere with competition. The young 
ladies believe that this is why they are 
so close and were able to focus their 
attention on the competition and not on 
each other. The Amidon-Bowen Tiger’s 
championship cheer coaches, Ms. Shel-
ton, Ms. Goode, and Ms. Cordell, proved 
that not only are they one of the best 
coaching teams of the school, but their 
presence and leadership is imperative 
to the overall development of the girls 
they serve.

This I found to be true in other activi-
ties and leaders as well. Coach Briscoe is 
a chosen leader and visionary. He knows 
a child’s potential from the moment 
he sees them in action. He is also the 
master of pulling greatness out of unsus-
pecting youth. Watching Coach Briscoe 
and Coach Chris work with the children 
is like watching someone molding clay. 
They never let off the pedal and fueled 
the kids to the next level as individuals 
and as a team. Coach Briscoe’s knowl-
edge and years of experience has led the 
sports department to a victorious year 
indeed. He led the flag football team to 

See “Review” page 8
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Professional Athlete Surprises Students at 
Amidon-Bowen Athletic Banquet
Amidon-Bowen Elementary School 

student athletes and their guests 
got more than they bargained for 

when they gathered for their annual ath-
letic banquet ceremony on May 31. This 
year’s program included something extra 
special. Jan Adams, president and CEO 
of JMA Solutions, which is Amidon-Bow-
en’s Adopt-a-School partner, arranged 
for Washington Redskins Cornerback 
Josh Norman to be the guest speaker. 
The annual athletic banquet is an event 
that includes school spirit, camarade-
rie, and awards. A whopping 75 awards 
were handed out. Some team highlights 
include the cheerleaders securing the title 
as Citywide Grand Champions for the 
second year in a row, the football/kickball 
team winning the City Championship, 
and the girls’ and boys’ 
track teams taking the 
runner-up spot.

The night kicked off 
with Principal TaMikka 
Sykes welcoming every-
one and then Music 
Teacher Para Perry leading 
the singing of the school 
song. Frank Briscoe, Ami-
don-Bowen’s health and 
physical education teacher, 
then had the honor of intro-
ducing Norman.

Welcoming the audience, 
Norman’s speech started 
with him briefly describing 
his early childhood challeng-
es and his three core values: 

God, family, and working 
hard in school. “I didn’t 
have the best grades, I 
was not the best student 
nor did I apply myself 
like I should have, but 
what I did have was the 
drive and determina-
tion that I was going 
to make it,” Norman 
said. 

He continued to 
stress the importance 
of working hard and 
giving back to the 
community. “Every-
thing I went through 

in life, all of the mountains and valleys, 
high and lows, always brought 
me back to, ‘What have you 
done for someone else to make 
their life better?’” Norman said. 
“When I got drafted to the NFL, 
I started the nonprofit organi-
zation STARZ24. That organiza-
tion gives back to kids and gives 
them the energy to go on and be 
successful in their lives.” Norman 
concluded his address with one 
last piece of advice: “If you want 
to be somebody that is great, if you 
want to be better than all of your 
peers, go the extra mile, take that 
extra step.” 

After Norman’s motivating 
speech and dinner, all student ath-
letes on the basketball, cheerlead-
ing, football, kickball, soccer, and 
track teams stood up and received 

a round of applause from the audience. 
Sykes then announced special player 
and team awards for outstanding play-
ers, which included Antonio King, Khalil 
Brooks, Aleja Gamble, and Emorean 
Thomas. The awards portion of the night 
concluded with special recognition to 
Amidon-Bowen’s coaching staff: LeeVon 
Floyd, Alan Clipper, Frank Briscoe, Kelli 
Collins, Kenisha Pecot, Christina Shel-
ton, Carlos Granados, and Coach Chris 
for their hard work and dedication to the 
students. Jan Adams closed the show with 
one more surprise for all the students: an 
autographed photo of Norman. 

Dave Premieres at Arena Stage
BY: SHEILA WICKOUSKI

Is there a better place to bring a polit-
ical story to the stage than Washing-
ton, DC?

Dave, a musical inspired by the 1993 

political comedy film about a high 

school teacher who is hired by the Secret 

Service  as a double for the president 

of the United States, is having its world 

premiere at Arena Stage.

Nell Benjamin, who wrote the book 

(along with the late Thomas Meehan), 

said that while visiting a Smithsonian 

exhibit on “American Democracy: A 

Great Leap of Faith,” she thought, “This 

is it! This is Dave! What a leap of faith 

governs us in political life—letting peo-

ple just like us govern us.” 

The score features lyrics by Benja-
min and music by Tom Kitt, who “takes 
impossible issues and ideas and makes 
them sing.” Benjamin added that direc-
tor Tina Landau is inventive in getting 
that message across without lecturing. 

Sherri Edelen, an award-winning 
actress,  is the only local appearing  in 
this production and is most excited to be 
in this show, which is set in Washington, 
DC.

In a short break between rehearsals, 
Edelen shared that she has seen the 
movie Dave several times and is a big fan 
of Kevin Kline, who starred in it. 

What’s it like working with Broadway 
vet Drew Gehling, who will take on the 
title role of Dave as well as playing Presi-
dent Bill Mitchell? “Great!” and  Edelen 

added that the company, which includes 
stars like Mamie Parris as First Lady 
Ellen Mitchell, Josh Breckenridge, Doug-
las Sills, Rachel Flynn, Bryonha Marie 
Parham, and Jonathan Rayson, is “a 
lovely, talented, hardworking company 
who are dedicated to the piece.”

Edelen last appeared at Arena Stage 
in  Vanya and Sonia and Masha and 
Spike, in 2015. 

So what does she think about the 
development of The Wharf and South-
west in general? She said she is excited 
by how different it all looks. “I can’t wait 
to get some time to walk around!”

WANT TO GO?
Dates: July 13 through August 19
Southwest Night: July 15

Sherri Edelen

Above, JMA Solutions 
President and CEO Jan 
Adams welcomes the 
students.

At left, guest speaker 
Washington Redskins 
Cornerback Josh  
Norman.
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Southwest Soirée Raises 
More Than $20,000 for 
Amidon-Bowen
On June 3, more than 110 South-

west community members 
braved torrential rains to attend 

the first-ever Southwest Soirée, a fun-
draiser to support Amidon-Bowen Ele-
mentary School. 

Held at the beautiful glass Dockmas-
ter Building overlooking the Washington 
Channel, the event brought together the 
community’s civic and religious leaders, 
current and future parents, and many 
others from Southwest to raise money 
for computers, enrichment activities, and 
school supplies for Amidon-Bowen stu-
dents.

As Clarence “The Blues Man” Turner 
rocked out music with his band, guests bid 
on silent auction items, sipped wine, and 
sampled gelato from Dolcezza. Approxi-
mately 20 Amidon-Bowen choir students 
performed at the sold-out event and Ward 
6 Councilmember Charles Allen stated, 
“The energy in the room was outstanding. 
With a combination of school, parent, 
and neighborhood leaders, it was a great 
showing of the support and future for 
Amidon-Bowen Elementary School.”

By the end of the night, the Amidon-
Bowen Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
had raised nearly $25,000. “We are so 

grateful for all the support. This money 
will help us bring much-needed resourc-
es to the children of Amidon-Bowen,” 
said Allison Harvey, co-PTA president. 
Amidon-Bowen Principal TaMikka Sykes 
was on hand to express her gratitude to 
community members.

The event was made possible through 
sponsorships by local businesses, includ-
ing Platinum Sponsors— The District 
Wharf and The Erkiletian Family Foun-
dation.  All sponsors are listed at: http://
www.amidonbowen.org/community/
amidon-supporters/. 

Organization of the event, from lining 
up food and beverages to ticket sales and 
decorations, was all managed by volun-
teers. “We’re not event planners. This 
was a group of parents and community 
members working late nights for several 
months. We believed that the Southwest 
community would show up and help our 
neighborhood school, and we were not 
disappointed,” said Alexis Tuttle, PTA fun-
draising chair. 

The Amidon-Bowen PTA looks forward 
to building on this year’s successful event 
and hosting another Southwest Soirée  in 
2019.

202-669-9017
facebook.com/BYCLoriMurphy

www.becauseyoucanfitness com

Because You Can Fitness
Lori Murphy

• Classes
• Personal Training
• Specialty Bootcamp Classes
• Virtual Classes
• Events
• Nutrition

LOG ON TODAY! 
www.swna.org

www.TheSouthwester.com

Southwest Soiree VIPs (left to right): Commissioner Gail Fast (ANC 6D01), Superintendent Shawn 
Stover (DC Public Schools), Pastor Monica Raines (Christ United Methodist Church), Principal 
Tamikka Sykes (Amidon-Bowen Elementary School), Commander Morgan Kane (First District), 
Councilmember Charles Allen (Ward 6), PTA Co-Presidents Rose Shelton and Allison Harvey, Bruce 
DarConte (CEO, NSC-Partners), Bruce Levine (president, Southwest Neighborhood Assembly).
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Emergency Preparedness Focus Groups—
Feedback from the Community
On April 11 and 12, the Southwest 

Neighborhood Assembly (SWNA) 
Emergency Preparedness Task 

Force, in partnership with graduate stu-
dents from the University of Maryland’s 
School of Public Health, held two separate 
discussion groups at the Southwest Busi-
ness Improvement District (SWBID) office 
on emergency preparedness. We invit-
ed participants from across Southwest 
DC to talk about what “emergency pre-
paredness” means to them, a total of 16 
residents participated. The conversation 
was designed to better understand what 
Southwest residents are concerned about 
and what types of pressing information 
is needed to best prepare for unexpected 
emergencies in our community.

Many participants had similar under-
standings of the different types of disas-
ters that can occur.

Natural disasters mentioned included 
hurricanes, floods, fires, and tornadoes. 
Human-made disasters included terror-
ist actions in Washington, DC and the 
surrounding areas, derailed trains, and 
hazardous spills from train derailments. 
Although there was clear consensus 
regarding what types of activities consti-
tuted these emergency categories, there 
was evident concern regarding best prac-

tices for how to respond in these situa-
tions. For instance, one participant voiced 
her apprehension aloud asking, “Where 
do you go, what do you do, what’s your 
first step? All these issues, I’ve never heard 
them answered well for this neighbor-
hood.” 

A number of participants shared their 
existing emergency plans, which includ-
ed relying on bike transportation if mass 
transit is unavailable and/or driving is 
not practical, and having “go bags” filled 
with several days’ worth of supplies and 
medications, a small supply of cash, and 
paper maps to use if cell phone service is 
unavailable. The consensus among both 
discussion groups was that many indi-
viduals and families in Southwest are not 
adequately prepared for an emergency. As 
one participant astutely pointed out, “You 
never can tell what you’re going to do 
unless you practice.” Several participants 
expressed the need for additional infor-
mation on how to prepare for unexpect-
ed situations, as well as what resources 
and services already exist in Southwest or 
across DC to help the general population, 
children, older adults, and people with 
disabilities in these dire circumstances.

In response to the conversations that 

occurred in the discussion groups, we 
identified the following best practices 
that can immediately be implemented for 
yourselves and your families. 

Suggested Steps You Can Take to  
Prepare for Emergencies:
• Be ready.
• Develop an emergency plan for natu-

ral disasters and human-made disaster 
situations.

• Scenario plan with your family.
• Understand what resources exist in 

your community.
• Find out where nearby fall-out shelters 

are located.
• Identify how local authorities will notify 

you and how you will get information.
• Pack a “go bag” (and practice with it!).

As you start to think about how you 
can prepare yourself and your family with 
an emergency plan, be mindful of avail-
able resources from federal and local gov-
ernment agencies and organizations that 
have already been developed to aid in 
the emergency preparedness process. For 
instance, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention recommends packing 
the following items (at a minimum) in 
your “go bag”: water (at least one gallon 

per person, per day), nonperishable food 
items, manual can opener, basic utensils 
to prepare and serve meals, three-day 
supply of all medicines, medical sup-
plies (syringes, a walking cane, hearing 
aids with extra batteries), soap, tooth-
brush and toothpaste, baby wipes, contact 
lenses or glasses, first aid kit, emergency 
blanket, multipurpose tool (pocket knife), 
whistle, flashlight, radio, cellphone with 
backup chargers, extra batteries, copies of 
important documents such as insurance 
cards and immunization records, extra 
cash, and an extra set of car keys and/or 
house keys.

This is just one example of the myriad 
resources available from organizations 
like the SWNA Emergency Preparedness 
Task Force, DC Emergency Prepared-
ness Resources, and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. For instance, the 
Office of Public Health Preparedness and 
Response has also created “Ready Wrig-
ley” as a fun, hands-on activity to engage 
children in emergency planning. The 
hope is that these resources and strate-
gies will enable individuals in our com-
munity to take control of their emergency 
preparedness planning and be better pre-
pared moving forward.

FREE TICKETS. 
NO CATCH.

August 21–September 2 
Two weeks of FREE performances of a Shakespearean classic. 
Visit ShakespeareTheatre.org or call 202.547.1122 to learn more.

Sidney Harman Hall
 

610 F Street NW Washington D.C. 20004

The Free For All  
Community Partners

Exclusive Media Sponsor: Additional Support: 

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation

Leadership Support:

Presented by: PRESENTED BY:St. Peter School, 
Capitol Hill

422 Third Street, SE
 Washington, DC 20003

202-544-1618
stpeterschooldc.org

ST
. P

ETER SCHOO
L

    Capitol Hill

1 8 6 8 - 2 0 1 8

Benjamin Banneker Academic High School

DeMatha Catholic High School

Duke Ellington School of the Arts

Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School

Gonzaga College High School

International School of Manila

St. John’s College High School

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

We proudly announce that our graduates have been 

accepted to the following high schools:

Congratulations, Class of 2018! 
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DONATIONS WILL BE MATCHED  
UP TO $10,000
By JULY 4th 2018 

 
Your donations really make a difference in helping us 

provide grants for educational, community development, 
and charitable projects for the SW DC community

Please send your tax-deductible contribution to:
Friends of Southwest DC

389 O Street, S. W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

OR
Donate by credit card using www.Razoo.com and in top right box
for “Find Cause or Fundraiser” enter ‘Friends of Southwest DC’

We will provide an acknowledgment for your tax records.  

For further information, view www.FriendsofSWDC.org  
or contact: 

Coralie Farlee, President, 202-554-4407  
FriendsSWDC@yahoo.com

   
Applications for grants may be submitted at any time  

to the postal or e-mail address

We support The Southwester through our advertising

FRIENDS OF  
SOUTHWEST DC

A 501(c)(3) organization in SW DC since 1998

 
 

 
 

Celebration of Holy Mass  
 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday: 8:00 a.m., 12:10 p.m.
(8:00 a.m. only on a Federal Holiday) 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Weekend 
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Vigil  
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Monday—Friday: 11:55 a.m.  
Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: After the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Eucharistic Holy Hour   
Thursdays: 4:45 p.m. 
 

St. Dominic Cenacle  
A Discipleship group for Adults 
Tuesdays: 7 p.m.— Adoration; 
7:30 p.m.—Talk/Discussion 
www.stdominiccenacle.org 
 

Young Adult Group 
Thursdays: 7 p.m.—Adoration; 
7:40 p.m.—Talk/Discussion 

 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

Faith and Life Series 
A discussion series reflecting on “Lifestyle 

through the Lens of Faith.” 
Sunday’s, July 1 — September 23 

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.,  
Parish Meeting Room 

(Mid-block on E St and down the stairs) 
 

July 1 — Abortion: A Survivor's Story 
July 8 — A Pro-Life Conversation 
July 15 — Is there a “Just War”? 

July 22 — Foster Care and Adoption - 
Saved my Life 

July 29 — The Sexual Revolution’s impact 
on the Life Issues 

 
(A Chipotle Dinner will be provided for talks on July 

1st and 8th. A pot luck dinner is planned for the     
remaining talks.) 

 
This event is co—sponsored by The Archdiocese of              

Washington's Department of Life Issues and St. Dominic 
Church. ADW Department of Life Issues seeks to promote a 

greater reverence for the  dignity of human life from conception 
to natural death, at all stages and in all conditions, in both our 

parishes and the broader community.  

St.  Dominic Catholic Church  
Serving Southwest Washington since 1852 

St. Dominic Church is a Christ‐centered, Roman Catholic, and Dominican parish for the people of  
Southwest, DC and beyond. Our mission is to preach the Gospel and make disciples,  

glorify God through the Eucharist and the other Sacraments, build up the communion of the Church, 
 and serve others through the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.  

 

630 E Street, SW • (202) 554-7863 • office@stdominicchurch.org 
www.stdominicchurch.org • 1 block from L’Enfant Plaza Metro 

Consider St. Dominic Church for your  
 Catholic Wedding!  

Call for more information. 

an undefeated year and won the champi-
onship. The kickball co-ed team won this 
year’s championship. The boys’ cross-
country track team finished fourth  in 
the city and the girls’ team finished fifth. 
The indoor boys’ track team finished sec-
ond in the city and the girls’ team finished 
third. The girls’ basketball team placed 
second in the region. The boys’ basketball 
team went undefeated for the year mov-
ing into the playoffs. The outdoor boys’ 
track team finished third in the city and 
the girls’ team finished fourth. 

Coach Briscoe knows how to create 
champions on and off the courts and 
fields. He uplifts the self-esteem of stu-
dents until they believe they can do all 
things he places before them. Coach 
Briscoe credits the parents, teachers, and 
coaches working together as a reason for 
such a high level of success. Before we 
move on to more exciting accomplish-
ments, it is worth mentioning a few of our 
stars.
• Antonio King: first  in 100-meter, long 

jump, and high jump
• Emorean Thomas: first  in 1600-meter 

run
• Khalil Brooks: first  in triple jump and 

second in high jump
• Simone Shelton: second  in 400-meter 

dash
• Alajha Gamble: third  in 400-meter 

dash
• Andre Henry McNeil: third  place in 

boys’ shot put
• Alajha Gamble, Emorean Thomas, 

Julia Chorna, and Zariah Williams: 
first in 4x400 meter relay
Let us not forget the soccer team led 

by Coach Lee and Coach Carlos of DC 
Scores. Both the girls’ and boys’ teams 
were undefeated this year. Coach Lee’s 
soccer team focuses on more than just 
soccer. He gets his team involved in civic 
engagement, poetry writing, team build-
ing, and leadership. 

Amidon-Bowen is not all sports. It has 
achieved a great deal of academic growth 
across the board in all grades. The teach-
ers and administration have gone the 
extra mile to find ways to address all chil-
dren’s mental, emotional, and academic 
needs and it shows. 

Many of Amidon-Bowen’s students 
competed in the Spelling Bee and the 
fifth  grade even won a pizza party for 
their spelling success. Julia Chorna and 
Khalil Brooks went on to represent Ami-
don-Bowen in the city competition as 
they crushed the competition within the 
school.

The math league competed in the math 
bowl. This team was led by Ms. Winters. 
Her team consisted of Myandre Shannon, 
Zoe Shelton, Robert Welles, Carlin Green-
house, and Elijah Jones. This team broke 
new ground and in their first time ever 
competing they tied for third place. 

The fifth  graders also started the 
school’s first newspaper, called the Ami-
don Gazette, led by parent Lucy Rojansky 
and head editor Logan Gomez. 

Amidon-Bowen students not only 
made a name for themselves on courts, 
fields, and in academic arenas, they made 
a name for themselves on stages across the 

city. Ms. Perry, our talented choir director, 
has spun magic this year, as usual. Ms. 
Perry and her astonishing choir sang at 
the opening of The Wharf. They were the 
first ever performers to grace the District 
Pier stage. I stood and watched as people 
wondered who this awe-inspiring choir 
was and what program were they a part of. 
When I told them they were the children’s 
choir of the local neighborhood public 
school, they stood with mouths open. 
They conveyed their surprise and com-
mented on the children’s poise, attentive-
ness, professionalism, and discipline in 
voice and presence. The choir was also 
invited to sing at other venues, including 
the mayor’s Christmas Party and the Ken-
nedy Center, and they were a part of the 
DC Honor Choir that performed at Duke 
Ellington. This is just a few of the perfor-
mance highlights this choir achieved this 
year. 

The choir’s last performance was at the 
Dockmaster Building at the Wharf for the 
Amidon-Bowen PTA’s first annual South-
west Soiree. This was a true accomplish-
ment for the PTA. Parents, teachers, and 
the community truly came together to 
pull off an event of the year. The event not 
only sold out, but exceeded its fundrais-
ing goal as well. 

The community support for the soi-
ree was unbelievable. We could not have 
pulled off such an amazing event with-
out the Southwest community and its 
leaders. A special thanks goes to  Ward 6 
DC Councilmember  Charles Allen, Near 
Southeast Community Partners, Christ 
United Methodist Church, the Southwest 
Business Improvement District, Westmin-
ster Church, and so many others for their 
constant commitment to Amidon-Bowen. 
This year proved that it truly takes a vil-
lage.

The school has had a great deal of 
success this year. Not because Amidon-
Bowen is perfect, but because it knows 
how to grow beyond its limitations. There 
are things we are still working on. We had 
a successful introduction year with Kin-
dred, which builds relationships between 
parents from diverse backgrounds to 
improve student outcomes, and have 
been accepted as a partner with Flam-
boyan to continue to build engagement 
between parents and the school. How-
ever, as I sat with the cheerleaders, I 
listened to them laugh and correct one 
another as they recalled stories and expe-
riences. These young ladies leaning on 
one another, arms around one another 
as if they have known one another all of 
their lives. I see in them the possibility 
and excellence of Amidon-Bowen and the 
culture it seeks to master and manifest. A 
culture of strength, empowerment, advo-
cacy, cooperation, encouragement, and 
love of children. One that sees value in 
every child and collaborates in unison to 
foster their importance not just in school, 
but around the world. Amidon-Bowen 
is special because of its staff, students, 
community, history, and the future that 
awaits. In the words of Ms. Perry, “We Are 
the Best in Southwest!” Thank you to our 
families, staff, and community for a great 
year. Let’s build on our progress. See you 
next year!

REVIEW
Continued from p. 3
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Sunday  
Worship

Service of Holy 
Communion
9:30 a.m.

555 Water St., SW

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

“Embracing  
our diversity  

we are  
searchers for 

Justice,  
Truth  

and Beauty ... 
aware of  

and  
responding 

to community 
need.”

St. Augustine’s  
Episcopal Church

“A Spiritual Presence  
on DC’s Southwest Waterfront”

Wherever you are on your faith journey 
and in your life ... what ever questions, 
doubts and experiences you come with 

... we welcome you to join us!

 St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Martha Clark, Rector 

202-554-3222  
www.staugustinesdc.org  

rector@staugustinesdc.org 
@StAugustinesDC

bocce, sand art, and oversized board 
games such as scrabble and chess.
Location: The Yards  
Date & Time: July 14 and 15, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

GEICO All-Star FanFest
Celebrate the history of the Washing-

ton Nationals as we honor current and 
former members of the team. The day 
will feature autograph sessions, photo 
opportunities, and special clinics.
Location: Walter E. Washington Conven-
tion Center
Date & Time: July 13 to 17, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game and 
Legends & Celebrity Softball Game

All-Star Sunday at Nationals Park 
begins with the SiriusXM All-Star Futures 
Game, showcasing the next generation 
of MLB stars. Many of today’s all-stars—
including the Nationals’ own Bryce 
Harper—made their first appearances on 
a major league stage at the SiriusXM All-
Star Futures Game.

The All-Star Legends & Celebrity Soft-
ball Game is the second game of an excit-
ing doubleheader at Nationals Park.
Location: Nationals Park
Date: July 15

Gatorade All-Star Workout Day

Gatorade All-Star Workout Day featur-
ing the Home Run Derby will be held 
Monday, July 16 at Nationals Park.
Location: Nationals Park
Time: July 16

T-Mobile Home Run Derby
The stars come out Monday night to 

crush home runs out of Nationals Park in 
the 2018 T-Mobile Home Run Derby. 
Location: Nationals Park
Date & Time: July 16 at 8 p.m.

89th MLB All-Star Game 
Enough said. This will be one of the 

most memorable nights to ever come to 
the Anacostia River. 
Location: Nationals Park
Date & Time: July 16 at 8 p.m.

FESTIVITIES
Continued from p. 1SWNA Youth and 

Education Forum
BY: RYAN PIERCE, CHAIR,  

SWNA HISTORY TASK FORCE

The event held on May 21 at St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
was led by mistress of ceremo-

nies and chair of the Southwest Neigh-
borhood Assembly (SWNA) Youth 
Activities Task Force (YATF) Thelma 
D. Jones. It focused on the accom-
plishments of area youth and the 
work of our school system to improve 
their education and lives. The pro-
gram began with a recap of some of 
the work accomplished by YATF and 
the SWNA Education and Scholarship 
Task Force (ESTF), the forum’s annual 
coordinators.

Jones discussed the important pro-
gramming, including the Computer-
for-Kids (CFK) training, field trips, 
and other activities facilitated by 
YATF. They have led several impor-
tant efforts to assist children in the 
community and work with schools 
to ensure they are able to achieve 
their missions. An important aspect 
of YATF’s work focuses on the CFK 
training, which trains Southwest 
youth (ages 6-12) on how to use the 
computers for various tasks, including 
receiving a refurbished computer for 
their continued use from the SWNA 
Technology Task Force. CFK graduate 
Trumonty Briscoe, 7, and her family, 
including her older sibling Laffette 
Copeland, a former graduate of the 
program, represented the most recent 
graduating class. At Jones’ invitation, 
Copeland performed a solo, some-
thing he did during the CFK gradua-
tion more than five years ago. Jones 
also recognized Trumela Copeland, 
their mom, for her encouragement 
and support in having the most chil-
dren (four) to graduate from the CFK 
training from one family.

Additionally, Jones recognized Paul 
Taylor, who was the recent YATF CFK 
graduation speaker, for his dedication 
and commitment to the community. 
Taylor, now a program analyst at the 
Department of Corrections, was the 
former site lead at King Greenleaf Rec-
reation Center.

ESTF chair Vyllorya Evans followed 
with a recap and discussion of the 
accomplishments of their task force in 

aiding local students as they move on 
to college careers. Evans also remind-
ed the audience of the importance 
their donations make in funding these 
important scholarships, highlighted in 
the work of past recipients such as cur-
rent ANC6D Commissioner Rhonda 
Hamilton and Benjamin Sands, one 
of ESTF’s first scholarship recipients, 
who will be performing at an ESTF 
scholarship benefit in the SW Jazz 
Night series this summer. (More infor-
mation on donating can be found at 
https://www.swnascholarship.org/.)

The primary portion of the eve-
ning was then dedicated to a panel 
discussion with our local education 
leadership: Tamikka Sykes, princi-
pal at Amidon-Bowen Elementary 
School; Greg Dohmann, principal at 
Jefferson Middle School Academy; 
and Sah Brown, principal at Eastern 
Senior High School. This panel dis-
cussion was led by Natalie Gordon, 
instructional superintendent for DC 
Public Schools’ Cluster VII. Topics 
of discussion focused on the impor-
tant academic changes underway 
at each level of educational instruc-
tion and improvements being seen. 
There were also conversations on the 
importance of technological literacy 
and understanding appropriate uses 
and respectful dialogue, which are 
an ever-increasing part of students’ 
lives. The principals also discussed 
the important topics of the moment 
in how they are addressing bullying 
and broader school safety, stating 
that they constantly work to have a 
safe and secure environment that still 
feels inviting and encouraging to fos-
ter a desire for the students to learn. 
Finally, they offered suggestions on 
how SWNA could further support the 
schools’ efforts through engaging their 
students with opportunities such the 
CFK training and the potential for sub-
mitting articles for The Southwester.

The program closed out with a 
tribute to the late Dr. Beryl C. Rice, 
former SWNA president, YATF chair, 
and prominent community figure, by 
one of her mentees, ANC6D Com-
missioner Rhonda Hamilton. Delmar 
Weathers and Perry Klein also gave 
brief tributes to Rice.

LOG ON TODAY! 
www.swna.org

www.TheSouthwester.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

View our on-line calendar at www.swna.org
Submit Calendar events to calendar@thesouthwester.com by the 15th of the month preceding the month it is scheduled.

JULY
WED 4, ALL D.C. Public Library locations closed 
in observance of Independence Day.

FRI 6, 6:30 P.M. Game Night, 1st Friday of every 
month. St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 555 Water Street 
SW, 202-554-3222. www.staugustinesdc.org

SAT 7, 10:30 A.M. Garden Club. Children ages 4-12.  
Southwest Library, 

SAT 7, 10:30 A.M.-12 P.M. Komen Toastmasters 
International. Southwest Library.

SAT 7, 1-2:30 P.M. Yoga Nidra – led by Pamela 
Wilson. $10 donation suggested. Westminster Church.

SAT 7, 5-7 P.M. SWNA Scholarship Awards Pro-
gram. 2018 Scholarship recipients will be recognized. 
Recipients will showcase their talent. Refreshments 
served. Free to the public.  Westminster Church.

SUN 8, 2:30 P.M. P.A.L. (People Animals Love) Dog 
Visit. Children ages 4-12 are invited to read aloud to a 
P.A.L. dog. 

MON 9, 7 P.M. ANC 6D Monthly Business Meet-
ing.  1100 4th Street, SW, second floor.

MON 9, 7 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. Open House: Guided 
Tour and Meditation. Kadampa Meditation Center 
DC.

TUES 10, 1:30 P.M. Literary Book Group.  Copies 
of July’s selection, Walter Isaacson’s biography, ‘Leon-
ardo Da Vinci’, are available at the information desk.  SW 
Library.

WED 7/10-29  13th Annual Capital Fringe Festi-
val in SW DC.  See www.capitalfringe.org/calendar.

WED 11, 6:30 P.M. Aspiring Writer’s Circle – 
meetup for new and aspiring writers.  SW Library.

FRI 13, 8 - 9:30 A.M. Councilmember Charles 
Allen, Ward 6 Office Hours, Velo Café at Bike Shop.

SAT 7, 2-5 P.M. Kadampa Meditation Center: 
Friday Night Lecture: Creating World Peace, $25.

FRI 13, 7:30-9 P.M. Friday Night Lecture: Take 
Control of Your Life.  $12 Students/Seniors: $6 

SAT 14, 10 A.M.-4:30pm. Starting a Daily 
Practice Workshop. Kadampa Meditation Center DC. 
$25 

SAT 14, 3 P.M. Apples to Apples. Children ages 6-12 
are invited to play the card game. SW Library.

SAT 14, 7 P.M. Faith and Film presents “Get Out”, 
Westminster Church.

WED 18, 6:30 P.M. Learn+ Write --flexible space 
for impromptu instruction and coaching. SW Library.

WED 18, 4:30 P.M. Libraries Rock. Children ages 
4-12 are invited to try our instrument petting zoo.  SW 
Library.

WED 25,  4:30 P.M. Libraries Rock. Children ages 
4-12 are invited to try our instrument petting zoo.  SW 
Library.

THURS 26, 6:45 P.M. ABC Committee, ANC6D.  
Alcohol license applications, renewals, enforcement,  and 
other issues. 1D MPD building, 101 M Street SW.

SAT 21, 10:30-12 P.M. Komen Toastmasters 
International holds meetings every 1st and 3rd Sat-

urdays. http://www.toastmasters.org for information.  
SW Library.

SAT 21, 3:00 P.M. Ice Cream Cone Craft. Children 
ages 4-12.  SW Library.

TUES 24, 3:00 P.M. Special Writing Teen 
Lounge. Teens ages 13-19 are invited to a blackout 
poetry and prompted writing workshop and learn about 
the Beyond the Book contest. SW Library.

WED 25, 6:30 P.M. Nightwriters--a dedicated quiet 
writing space. SW Library.

SAT 28, Southwest Library Book Discussion.  
Copies of this month’s selection, “The Age of Ambition” by 
Evan Osnos, are available at the information desk.

SAT 28, 10:30 A.M. Garden Club. Children ages 
4-12 are invited to learn about and assist with the library 
garden. Children under 9 years old must be accompanied 
by a caregiver.  Southwest Library.

WEEKLY, BIWEEKLY
ADVICE FOR LIFE MEDITATION CLASS. Sundays, 
10-11 A.M. $12 per class ($6 for students/seniors/
unemployed). Kadampa Meditation Center DC,  1200 
Canal St. SW, 202-430-6540.

ALZHEIMER’S ASSN CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUP. 2nd Tuesdays of the month, 10:30-
11:30 A.M. Free and open to the Public. Location: Faith 
Presbyterian Church. 4161 S. Capitol St SW. 

ARTY AFTERNOON, Mondays 4:30 P.M. Join us in 
the Children’s Room for fun arts and crafts. For children 
ages 4-12. SW Library.

BABY/TODDLER STORY TIME, Mondays, 10:30 
A.M. For children ages birth to 2 years.  SW Library. 

BLUES MONDAYS, 6 - 9 P.M., Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church. Various Blues musicians and singers featured 
each Monday. $5.   Food for sale.  Schedule at http://
www.westminsterdc.org/blues.html 

BOOK CLUB, 7 P.M. every second Thursday at 
River Park.  Books to read: July – Hare With Amber Eyes. 
Contact Gale Dunn Kaufmann 202-484-8432 or Email 
galekaufmann@verizon.net.

BREAD FOR LIFE 8 - 8:45 A.M. Free Breakfast, 
Sundays, St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church Community 
Room. Seeking Volunteers to help cook, serve and set-
up. For Volunteers’ Training, contact:  chee-cheemathis@
staugustinesdc.org

COLOR CLUB Mondays, 7:00 P.M. Children and 
their families are invited to join us for Color Club. We’ll 
have special coloring sheets and supplies available.  SW 
Library. 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST, 9 - 11 A.M. Every 3rd Sat-
urday, Rear entrance of Christ United Methodist Church, 
900 4th St. SW, across from SW Library.  $5.00 donation. 

DC DRAGON BOAT CLUB. 8:30 A.M., Saturdays. 
Interested in meeting new people, getting into shape, 
and enjoying the great outdoors? Come to The Anchor 
Store at the DC Wharf and join a free paddling session. 
The first three practices are free! Sign up  at www.dcdrag-
onboat.org/ Questions? Email info@dcdragonboat.org.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE WALK-IN CLINIC, 1 - 4 P.M.  
Wednesdays. Westminster Presbyterian Church.

DPR YOUTH FOOTBALL SKILL TRAINING CAMP- 
ages 6-10; Tues. Wed and Fridays 5 - 7:30 P.M., Saturdays 

9 – 11 A.M., King Greenleaf Recreation Center, 201 N 
Street SW.

EVENING PRAYER, Tuesdays, 6:30 P.M., St. Augus-
tine’s Episcopal Church.

FEDERAL CITY RUNNERS TUESDAY NIGHT GROUP 
RUN, 6:30 P.M., Meet every Tuesday by Waterfront 
Metro exit (near Safeway). Run distance: 4-5 miles. Run-
ners of all paces welcome! RSVP at www.meetup.com/
fcrunners to receive run updates or just show up!

FRIDAY FILMS, Fridays, 3:00 P.M. Join us for a 
showing of a surprise film, rated G or PG. Southwest 
Library.

FRIDAY NIGHT FISHING, 5:30-8:30 P.M. Free event 
for kids and families, and fisher-folks young and old!  The 
docks at Diamond Teague Park (in SE across from the 
baseball stadium). 

GAME CLUB, 4:00 P.M. Fridays.  Children ages 6-12 
are invited to join us to play board games.  SW Library.

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 4298, will resume in the Fall. Call 
Monica at 468-9620 or Audrea at 744-9170.

HAND DANCING, 1 - 3:00 P.M., Saturdays with Mr. 
Zeke.  All ages welcome. King Greenleaf Recreation Center. 

JAZZ NIGHT IN SW, 6 - 9 P.M., Fridays, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. Various Jazz musicians and singers 
featured each Friday.   $5.   Food for sale.   Schedule at 
www.westminsterdc.org/jazz.html 

KADAMPA MEDITATION CENTER DC, Thursdays, 
7-8:30 P.M., The Power of Acceptance-Meditation Class 
$12 per class ($6 for students/seniors/unemployed). 
1200 Canal St. SW, 202-430-6540. How to Transform Your 
Life - Meditation Class. Sundays 10-11 A.M   

KEYS TO FREEDOM N/A Group, Tuesdays 12-1 
P.M., St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church.

The KIWANIS CLUB OF SOUTHWEST WATER-
FRONT, 6:30 - 7:30 P.M., every first and third Monday. 
Christ United Methodist Church, 900 4th St SW.

KOMEN TOASTMASTERS meets on the 1st & 3rd 

Saturday of each month 10:30 A.M-12 Noon. SW 
Library, Basement Conference Room. All are Welcome. 
202-724-4752.

MAKER CAMP.  Wednesdays, 4:30 P.M. Ages 6-12 
are invited to join us for hands-on, creative workshops 
from 4:30 to 5:30 P.M.  No registration necessary.  SW 
Library.

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS, Wednesdays, 7-8 
P.M., Westminster Presbyterian Church.

PAJAMA STORY TIME, Thursdays, 6 P.M. Join us 
for an evening story time where pajamas are encouraged 
but not required. These evening programs are designed to 
delight children of all ages.  SW Library.

PICKLE BALL, Tuesdays, 10:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.  
King Greenleaf Recreation Center.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME, Wednesdays, 10:30 
A.M.  Join us for books, songs,  rhymes, and fingerplays 
while enjoying stories together. An easy craft activity fol-
lows story time each week. Designed for children ages 3 
to 5 and their caregivers.   SW Library.

SEATED YOGA TWICE A WEEK at Westminster Pres-
byterian Church, MONDAYS from 11:00 A.M. - 12 noon 
and WEDNESDAYS from 4:00 - 5:00 P.M. Pamela Wilson 
guides a gentle series of movements designed to free 

the joints and ease the mind. This is part of Westminster’s 
Wellness program. 400 I Street SW.

SENIOR BINGO, Mondays & Thursdays, 1 - 3 P.M., 
King Greenleaf Recreation Center.

SOUTHWEST RENEWAL A/A Group, Mondays 
7:30 P.M. and Wednesdays, 7:00 P.M. St. Augustine’s 
Episcopal Church.

THE SOUTHWEST WATERFRONT AARP CHAP-
TER #4751, monthly luncheon meetings will resume 
on Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 12:00 noon.

SWING DANCE CLASSES, Wednesdays 7-8:30 
P.M.  (Contact: byron@gottaswing.com) Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.

T-BALL, Mondays, 6:30-7:30, ages 3-6 years.  King 
Greenleaf Recreation Center.

TEEN LOUNGE, Tuesdays, 3 P.M. Ages 13-19 are 
invited to participate in artistic expression of various 
kinds, including coloring, writing, and more. SW Library.

TINY TOTS ART CLASS, Mondays, 10:30 - 11:30 
A.M., ages 15 months-3 years, King Greenleaf Recre-
ation.

TINY TOT RECREATION, Mondays and Wednes-
days, 10:30 - 11:30 A.M., Multipurpose Room. King 
Greenleaf Recreation Center.

SUPREME TEEN CLUB, Mondays, 6-7 P.M., King 
Greenleaf Recreation Center.

SW FREEWAY, NA, Wednesdays, 7 - 8 P.M., Pres-
byterian Church.

SWING DANCE CLASSES. Wednesdays, 7-9:30 
P.M. Contact, Westminster Presbyterian Church.

WASHINGTON STAMP COLLECTOR’S CLUB,  7 - 9 
P.M.  First and Third Wednesday each month. Buy, trade 
and sell stamps.  Refreshments. Christ United Methodist 
Church.

ALL-LEVELS YOGA CLASS every Wednesday from 8 
- 9:00 A.M. Bring a mat if you have one. No set charge; 
donations welcomed. For more information, call  the 
instructor,  Pamela Wilson,  202-746-6654  or email:  wil-
sonpj108@verizon.net.  St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church.

YOGA FOR ADULTS and TEENS, 6:30 P.M. Tuesdays. 
All levels welcome. Bring your own mat or use a library 
provided mat. SW Library.  

YOGA IN THE WATER: ALL-LEVELS CLASS Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9:30 - 10:30 A.M. and Sundays 
from 12:30 - 1:30 P.M. with Pamela Wilson at Waterside 
Fitness and Swim Club, 901 6th Street, SW. Try another 
approach to Yoga! $10 for class/day pass. For more 
information, call Waterside Fitness and Swim Club, 202-
488-3701.

YOUNG LADIES ON THE RISE, 5:30 -7 P.M., 
Wednesdays, Michelle Edmonds, Ages 6-14. King Green-
leaf Recreation Center.
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June 19 Primary— 
Nominating the Status Quo

BY: KATELYND MAHONEY ANDERSON

DC residents went to the polls for the June Democratic Primary, voicing 
their support for the path that the District is currently on by overwhelm-
ing nominating the incumbents for the November General Election. 

In Ward 6, Councilmember Charles Allen also won the nomination on June 
19. City-wide race winners include: Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Nor-
ton, who has held the non-voting congressional seat since 1991; Mayor Muriel 
Bowser, who, if elected in November, will become the first mayor since 2002 to 
win a second term; Chairman Phil Mendelson, who has served as chairman of 
the DC Council since 2012; Anita Bonds, at-large councilmember, serving on 
DC Council since December of 2012; and Attorney General Karl Racine, who 
ran unopposed and was also nominated for the General Election. 

Discount Tickets for Southwest Residents
People who reside or work in Southwest D.C. can buy discounted 
tickets for specially designated Southwest Nights performances 
of each production. Tickets are $36 for musicals and $26 for 
non-musicals, plus fees. Proof of Southwest D.C. residency or 
employment for each member of the party must be presented at 
the time of pick-up. Tickets are based on availability.

1101 Sixth Street, SW, Washington, DC 20024 

202-554-9066

DC United says there are 6,500 park-
ing spaces on its website. Those spaces 
are shared parking lots with Nationals 
Park, located two diagonal blocks away. 
Although both Navy Yard and Waterfront 
metro stations sit just under one mile 
away, the team is encouraging fans to 
walk from the Navy Yard station. The sta-
dium will have free game-day bike valet. 
Capital Bikeshare will soon open a bike 
rack near the stadium as well as having 
bike corrals on game days.

For fans to be best prepared, the team 
announced the official DC United app 
(available for download in the Apple 
Store and Google Play Store). The new 
mobile app has information about the 

stadium, e-tickets, videos, photo galleries, 
scores, etc. The app will also allow fans to 
purchase and trade-in season tickets for 
virtual currency, known as “fan alloca-
tion money,” which can be used toward 
upgrades and unique fan experiences at 
the stadium. Fans will also be able to 
purchase parking and order food and bev-
erage for express pick-up, along with a 
number of other features. 

Besides DC United, Audi Field will 
also host a number of other events, to 
include concerts in the future. On Aug. 
25, Audi Field will host its first wom-
en’s professional soccer match when the 
Washington Spirit faces reigning National 
Women’s Soccer League champions the 
Portland Thorns FC. Then, on Sept. 3, the 
stadium hosts the University of Maryland 
and University of Virginia for a men’s soc-
cer match deemed “Battle in the District.” 

AUDI FIELD
Continued from p. 1

Meet Peron Williams  
of the SWBID

BY: DONNA PURCHASE

Southwest DC is fast becoming the 
“place to be” in the District. Over the 
next few months we will spotlight 

the dedicated staff of the Southwest Busi-
ness Improvement District (SWBID) who 
are focused on making our neighbor-
hood a clean, safe, vibrant community 
to live, work, and visit.

Meet Peron Williams
Peron Williams is the SWBID opera-

tions manager and COO Andre Witt’s right 
hand man!  Co-workers acknowledge Wil-
liams as a great leader.  Last year he won 
the inaugural Moore Award, given to the 
most liked and dedicated team member 
(as voted by the entire team).

Williams’s family has a long history 
of community work in the District.  His 
father was a Ward 4 ANC commissioner 
for many years. He grew up in Northwest 
and now lives in Maryland. 

Williams has worked for the SWBID for 
two and a half years. His co-workers say 
he is the quiet guy “on the clock” but will 
have you laughing non-stop when he’s off 
the clock keeping everyone entertained. 

Everyone calls him “P.”  He says he’s proud 
about the difference the SWBID is making 
in Southwest DC.  He is also a proud fam-
ily man with seven kids and five dogs!

Williams says he is honored to be 
mentored by Witt and this relationship 
has definitely enhanced his professional 
growth. 

Witt says, “Peron is more than a right 
hand—more like a family relationship.  
He is loyal, committed—from day one I 
knew he was a good hire!”

Fun Facts about Peron Williams: 
Favorite movie: The Outsider

Favorite music: He loves it all, especially 
GoGo and R&B.

Favorite song: anything by Boyz II Men

Favorite sports team: all Washington DC 
teams

Favorite Southwest spot: The SWBID office

Best thing about his job: giving more people 
in public housing opportunities to work.

Proudest moment: Receiving the Moore 
Award

Life motto: “If there’s anything you don’t 
want to do, the boys in blue will do it for 
you!”
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