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By Glenn Favreau

After many months of negotiations, 
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church has 
announced a redevelopment partner-

ship with PN Hoffman-Madison Marquette. 
The agreement provides St. Augustine’s with a 
unique opportunity to build a brand new church 
building in its prominent location on the South-
west Waterfront at 600 M St., SW. 

The church congregation is steward of the 
property, which is owned by the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Washington. Bishop John Bryson Chane 
told The Southwester that the construction of 
a new church for St. Augustine’s “is the most 
challenging urban church redevelopment project 
that [the Washington] diocese has undertaken.” 

The project will include a new freestand-
ing church built facing Arena Stage at the Mead 
Center for American Theater. The remainder of 
the property will be developed by PN Hoffman 
as a residential development of approximately 
100 units, blending with the current housing 
along Sixth Street and the new housing planned 
for Phase 3 of the Waterfront project. 

Traffic flow on Sixth Street is proposed to 
be limited to one way toward M Street, and 
off-street parking will be provided for the devel-
opment. An underground parking garage will 
have its entrance on the northwest side of the 
site, facing away from the established neighbor-
hood. Sixth Street will retain residential parking 
on both sides.

The design of the project will complement 
the established neighborhood. Bethesda-based 
SK&I Architectural Design Group has been 
named for the project. SK&I has worked in 
the neighborhood in the past, namely in the 

design of Capitol Hill Tower at New Jersey 
and K streets, SE. The firm also designed the 
forthcoming townhouses of Sheridan Terrace in 
Anacostia.

Bishop Chane said, “It is exciting to see the 
creative way that a small congregation such as 
St. Augustine’s has partnered with a developer 
to replace its aging church structure and be a 
part of the exciting renaissance of the Southwest 
waterfront.”

“St. Augustine’s is more than a church build-
ing for worship. It is a worshiping community 
of the Southwest neighborhood, and a servant to 
the greater good of all our neighbors,” said Rev. 
Martha Clark, priest-in-charge of St. Augus-
tine’s. 

Monty Hoffman, CEO of PN Hoffman, 
commented, “We are pleased to have completed 
our agreement with St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church and look forward to jointly redeveloping 
their site in a mutually beneficial partnership. 
This agreement allows St. Augustine’s to capture 
the value of its site, build a beautiful new church 
and establish a long-term endowment while pro-
viding attractive home ownership opportunities, 
compatible with the surrounding neighborhood, 
directly adjacent to the church.”

St. Augustine’s has chosen MTFA Architec-
ture Inc., headed up by Michael Foster, who 
has designed many new church structures and 
additions in DC, Virginia and Maryland, to 
draw up plans for the new house of worship.

St. Augustine’s will continue to be one of the 
important sources of both spiritual and cultural 
impetus in Southwest, and it now can guarantee 
a structure worthy of its community work and 
worthy of the Southwest neighborhood.

Alan Kellogg, a 20-year-old lifelong Southwest resident, 
has the right attitude about college. He’s “not there to get 
As.” Instead he’s “there to learn the material. Of course, 

they are not necessarily mutually exclusive,” he adds quickly with 
a laugh.

Each year, the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly’s Scholar-
ship Fund awards several Southwest students with college schol-
arships. One such scholarship, in the amount of $1,500, is sup-
ported by a grant from the Friends of Southwest D.C. (formerly 
River Park Friends). Kellogg, this year’s recipient, is a junior at the 
University at Buffalo, The State University of New York system’s 
largest campus.

As a baby, Kellogg lived for a year in Sudan, where his father 

was working. He has lived in Southwest since, except when away 
at college. He attended Amidon-Bowen Elementary School and 
the Sidwell Friends School for grades 7 through 12.

Kellogg’s major is Classics, with a concentration on ancient 
Greek language and literature. Kellogg’s goal is to be a professor of 
Classical Studies, with a focus on mythology and literature. This 
past semester, along with language studies, he completed courses 
in Greek archeology, Greek mythology and religion.

Kellogg still has years of study ahead of him. This spring he 
is planning on taking the Graduate Record Exam and will start 
thinking about graduate school. He plans to look to his professors 
for their advice on which school to attend. The Southwester con-
gratulates Kellogg and wishes him well as he pursues his dreams.

Scholarship Recipient Kellogg Studies Classics in Buffalo

St. Augustine’s Secures 
Future Southwest  

Community Commitment
By Peter Atlee

The South-
west Neigh-
b o r h o o d 

Assembly (SWNA), 
a nonprofit organi-
zation whose mis-
sion is to improve 
the quality of life for 
Southwest residents, 
is currently seeking 
qualified candidates 
for elected positions 
on their board of 
directors. The cur-
rent open offices 
are President, Vice 
President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and eight 
district representa-
tives. 

All residents of 
Near Southwest (zip 
code 20024) age 18 
and older are eli-
gible for candidacy. 
The eight district 
representatives will be elected from the 
four neighborhoods in Near Southwest, 
with two representatives per neighbor-
hood. SWNA board members are commu-
nity volunteers working on a variety of task 
forces within the neighborhood. 

Elections will take place in mid-March. 
There is no advance registration or early 
voting and absentee ballots are not permit-
ted. All residents of zip code 20024 age 18 

and older are eligible to vote.
To nominate yourself or someone else, 

and for more information on the positions 
and organization, please contact Peter Atlee 
by Monday, Feb. 28 at peter.atlee@gmail.
com or at (484) 868-3038. The Nomina-
tions Committee will also entertain nomi-
nations from the floor during the SWNA 
open meeting on Feb. 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
Ballots will list all nominated persons and 
include space for write-in candidates.

Map of four SWNA election districts, each of which elect two rep-
resentatives on the SWNA Board.

SWNA Seeks Candidates 
for Board Election
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By Tiffany Klaff

The first ANC 6D meeting of 2011 was 
held in the beautiful Molly Smith study, 
part of Arena Stage at The Mead Center 

for American Theater, and an appropriate setting 
to start off the year with a bang. The Jan. 10 

meeting was jam-packed with agenda items and 
audience members who were excited to meet the 
three new ANC Commissioners — David Gar-
ber, Cara Shockley, and Bob Craycraft — and 
get down to business in the New Year. Shaking 
things up a bit, the Commission decided to 
move the Community Concerns portion to the 
end of the agenda, allowing the invited speakers 
to present first. 

Edgar Dobie, Managing Director of Arena 
Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater, 
noted that Southwest Night has sold out for the 
2010/2011 season and said that he would make 
sure that ample tickets would be available for 
next year’s promotion. Next, the Commission 
approved the meeting agenda for the upcoming 
year. All meetings will be held at 7 p.m. on the 
second Tuesday of each month (with the excep-
tion of August, when there will be no meeting, 
and October, when the ANC will meet on the 
third Tuesday instead due to Columbus Day). 
For the full list of dates, meeting locations, and 
agendas visit www.anc6d.org. 

A major issue discussed at this meeting 
was the traffic and pedestrian problems at the 
intersection of Fourth and M streets, SW. James 
Cheeks from the District of Columbia Depart-
ment of Transportation spoke about implement-

ing additional signs, new traffic restrictions, 
extra pavement markings, and enhanced police 
enforcement. In addition, walk lights will be 
adjusted to adapt to periods when foot traffic 
is higher. These improvements will be in effect 

within the next 60 days. 
The big development news is the Marina 

Place Project planned for First and V streets, 
SW. This will be the first-ever residential project 
in Buzzards Point, and as was pointed out dur-

ing the meeting, many of our neighbors never 
thought that this would be a possibility. The 
project is in the design-review stage, and archi-
tect Eric Colbert & Associates presented a sketch 
of the building and grounds. The developer, Buz-
zards Point LLC, addressed concerns from both 
the Commission and the community members 
in attendance. Despite issues surrounding walk-
ability, sustainability, and safety, the commis-
sion gave the project their support contingent 
upon the developer joining with the ANC and 
promoting the area as pedestrian-friendly. The 
developer agreed, noting that advertising walk-
ability to the public will only make the residence 
more appealing to potential buyers. There will be 
a public hearing on the project Jan. 27. 

The next ANC 6D meeting will take place 
at St. Augustine’s Church, 600 M St., SW at 7 
p.m. on Mon., Feb. 14. For all you romantics 
out there, remember that our community needs 
love, too. Join your neighbors and ANC on 
Valentine’s Day for more information on neigh-
borhood development, community activities, 
and more. 
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JANUARY
ThURs. 20 7 p.m. Police Service Area PSA 104 
Public Meeting, Harbour Square, 500 N St., SW

 10 a.m. Free computer class: Introduction to 
Microsoft Excel, Southwest Library, 900 Wesley Pl., 
SW

FRi. 21 Half day for D.C. Public Schools

MoN. 24 6:00 p.m. Monday Movie Nights @ 
Southwest showing A Call to Conscience, followed 
by discussion 

 7 p.m. Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
(SWNA) public meeting, St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 M St., SW

ThURs. 27 10 a.m. Free computer class: Intro-
duction to Microsoft PowerPoint, Southwest 
Library, 900 Wesley Pl., SW

sAT. 29 1:00 p.m. Kitchen Table Book Group 
discussing Palestine: Peace not Apartheid by Jimmy 
Carter, Southwest Library, 900 Wesley Pl., SW 

sUN. 30 11 a.m. Grounds for Discussion Forum, 
Barbara Ehrlich, guest, St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 M St., SW

MoN. 31 6:30 p.m. Monday Movie Nights @ 
Southwest showing The Cove (documentary)

FEBRUARY
TUE. 1 7 p.m. Police Citizens Advisory Committee 
monthly meeting, First Dist. Headquarters, 201 M 
St., SW

WEd. 2 7 p.m. Alcoholic Beverage Control Com-
mittee of ANC6D, public welcome, King Greenleaf 
Recreation Center, First and N streets, SW

 7 p.m. Art & Spirit Coffeehouse with the Box-
wood Recorder Trio, desserts & coffee. St. Augus-
tine’s Episcopal Church, St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 M St., SW

ThURs. 3 8 a.m.-9:30 a.m. Councilmember 
Tommy Wells Office Hours, Channel Inn, 650 
Water St., SW

 10 a.m. Free computer class: Introduction to 
Personal Computers, Southwest Library, 900 Wesley 
Pl., SW

FRi. 4 6:30 p.m. Potluck, 7:00 p.m.: Family Game 
Night, St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 600 M 
St., SW

MoN. 7 Southwest Library Closes for renovations, 
will reopen Sat. Feb. 12.

sAT. 12 Southwest Library reopens.

MoN. 14 7 p.m. Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission Meeting (ANC6D), open to public, St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 600 M St., SW

WEd. 16 12 p.m. AARP meeting and lunch, River 
Park Mutual Homes Community Room, 1311 
Delaware Ave., SW

ThURs. 17 10 a.m. Free computer class: Intro-
duction to the World Wide Web, Southwest 
Library, 900 Wesley Pl., SW

 7 p.m. Police Service Area PSA 104 Public 
Meeting, Town Square Towers, 700 Seventh St., 
SW

FRi. 18 No classes at D.C. Public Schools

sAT. 19 9 a.m. Men of Christ United Methodist 
Church’s $5 breakfast, 900 Fourth St., SW

MoN 21 President’s Day Holiday. No classes at 
D.C. Public Schools.

ThURs. 24 10 a.m. Free computer class: District 
of Columbia Public Library Website, Southwest 
Library, 900 Wesley Pl., SW

 12:30 p.m. NARFE meeting, Southwest 
Library, 900 Wesley Pl., SW

sAT. 26 1 p.m. Kitchen Table Book Group dis-
cussing Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by 
Frederick Douglass, Southwest Library, 900 Wesley 
Pl., SW 

sUN. 27 11 a.m. & 3 p.m. Celebrating Church’s 
110th anniversary and Pastor’s third anniversary. 
Potluck after morning services, St. Paul African 
Union Methodist Protestant Church, 401 I St., SE

WEEklY, BiWEEklY
ThE kiWANis ClUB oF soUThWEsT WATER-
FRoNT, Christ United Methodist Church, 900 
Fourth St. SW, every first and third Monday from 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

ThE soUTh WAshiNgToN WEsT oF ThE 
RivER FAThERhood PRogRAM, St. Augus-
tine’s Church, 600 M St. SW, Tuesday and Thurs-
day evenings. For more information, call Alphonso 
Coles at (202) 870-1885.

soUThWEsT sEWiNg gRoUP, Mondays, 9:30 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m., St. Augustine’s Church, 600 M St. 
SW. Contact Willie Mae Stukes, sewing teacher, at 
(301) 445-1792. Open to all interested in working 
on their own sewing projects and updating their 
hand and/or machine sewing skills. Mondays, except 
for July and August.

soUThWEsT RENEWAl AA, Alcoholics Anony-
mous group, Mondays, 8:30 p.m., St. Augustine’s 

Church, 600 M St. SW, (202) 554-3222.

sW FREEWAY NA, Narcotics Anonymous group, 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m., Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church, 400 I St. SW, (202) 484-7700.

AARP–soUThWEsT WATERFRoNT Chapter 
4751, Third Wednesday of each month, except 
for June, July and August, River Park Mutual 
Homes community room, 1311 Delaware Ave. SW. 
For further information, contact Chapter President 
Elger Offutt at ee.offutt@comcast.net or (202) 
285-4677.

hANd dANCiNg classes, Jitter bug, lindy hop. Sat-
urdays, 12 p.m. – 1 p.m. Classes by Markus Smith 
of Swing Anatomy Dance. $10/class for adults, $5/
class for children ages 8 – 17. Christ United Meth-
odist community room off Wesley Pl., SW.

ChEss ClUB, SW Library main room, 900 Wes-
ley Pl., Wednesday 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. For all levels, 
even beginners. No Chess Club Feb. 9 due to 
library renovations.

BlUEs MoNdAYs, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Various blues 
musicians and singers featured each Monday, $5. 
Food for sale.

WEllNEss WEdNEsdAYs, 4 p.m. Seated Yoga 
and Healing Sessions (Pamela Wilson and Riva 
Wine). 5:30 p.m. Laughter Yoga (Claire Trivedi). 7 
p.m. Sampoorna Yoga (Alex Rosen). Free with dona-
tions welcome.

JAzz NighT in SW, Fridays, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Vari-
ous jazz musicians and singers featured each Friday, 
$5. Food for sale.

ThE soUThWEsT NEighBoRhood AssEM-
BlY, Monthly public meeting every fourth Monday 
at 7 p.m. St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 600 M 
St., SW

WAshiNgToN sTAMP CollECToR’s ClUB, 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. First and third Wednesday each 
month. Buy, trade, and sell stamps. Refreshments, 
auctions, and programs. Christ United Methodist 
Church, 300 block I St., SW (202) 291-6229. 

soUThWEsT FoREigN PoliCY disCUs-
sioN gRoUP, 7 p.m. 2011 topics are: Rebuild 
Haiti, U.S. National Security, Horn of Africa, 
Responding to Financial Crisis, Germany Ascen-
dant, Sanctions and Non-Proliferation, the Cauca-
sus, and Global Governance. Tuesdays in 2011: Jan. 
25, Feb. 15, Mar. 8, Mar. 29, Apr. 19, May 10, May 
31 and Jun. 21. Meetings will take place at River 
Park Mutual Homes. For information, to order the 
8-topic study guide ($20) and to reserve a space for 
2011, contact Coralie Farlee at (202) 544-4407 or 
cfdc13@yahoo.com.

Please submit calendar items for March events by e-mail to thesouthwester@yahoo.com by February14, 2011.

Community Calendar

Local Government and Organizations

Southwest Library to Close 
for Week in February

The Southwest branch of the DC 
Library will close for the installation of 
energy efficient lighting on Mon., Feb. 7 
and will reopen Sat., Feb. 12. There will 
be no scheduled activities at the library 
during this time.

ANC Monthly Meeting: As Seen From the Pew

ANC 6D Commissioners attend first meeting of 2011 in Molly Smith study, part of Arena Stage at 
The Mead Center for American Theater. Photo by Perry Klein.
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I can show First-Time Homebuyers how  
to become a Homeowner with as little  
as $500 down AND NO CLOSING COSTS.   
I offer FREE SERVICES such as one-on-one 
Buyer/Seller Consultations, Credit Report, 
and Market Analysis. LEARN HOW  
I CAN HELP YOU SAVE $$$$.
Call me, REONE BROWN, at 202-374-2817.

Will Assist You With Selling  • 
& Buying Your Home 

The Neighborhood Specialist• 

A Native Washingtonian who • 
lives on the Waterfront

Committed to Excellence  • 
& Performance

Reone Brown, GRI
Ivan Brown Realty, Inc.

Local Government and Organizations

By Carolyn Mitchell

The Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
(SWNA) is saddened to announce that 
Glenn Favreau, Editor of The Southwester 

newspaper, has resigned. The Assembly wishes to 
express sincere appreciation to Glenn for his inno-
vative thinking, creativity, insight and unselfish 
giving of his time. At the helm since April 2009, 
we have immensely enjoyed the fresh look of the 
redesigned paper. 

Glenn has been instrumental in informing the 
community of upcoming events by highlighting 
them in the newspaper. One of the most infor-
mational and favored pieces was the “Restaurant 
Guide” for Southwest/Near Southeast. Many of 
our residents and visitors did not realize the great 
variety of places to eat in our community.

On behalf of the Assembly and the many orga-
nizations that have benefited from Glenn’s cover-
age, we commend him for his outstanding service 
and dedication, and wish him the best in future 
endeavors. Glenn’s remarkable commitment will 
be missed by us all.

The Southwester has served a critical role in 
the Southwest and near Southeast community 
for nearly half a century. Although new forms of 
communication have developed since the 1960s, 
the circulation of The Southwester has never been 
higher. A large proportion of long-time residents 
cannot readily access electronic communications, 
and at the same time, the area is experiencing 
record population growth. As such, the Assembly 
remains committed to the survival of The South-
wester.

We are grateful to announce that Southwester 
staffers Tiffany Klaff and Erin Fitzgerald have gra-
ciously agreed to become interim editors. Please 
welcome them. We are deeply indebted to Tiffany, 
Erin and the all-volunteer Southwester staff. 

The Southwester is still in urgent need of a 
business manager to work with advertisers and 
other volunteers to cover events, write stories, and 
help with editing and proofing. If you are able 
to volunteer a few hours per week of your time, 
please let us know. Contact The Southwester 
by email at thesouthwester@yahoo.com or call 
202-554-8560. 

After many years in the making, the Near 
SE/SW Community Benefits Coordi-
nating Council (CBCC) is now an 

official 501(c)(3) nonprofit. CBCC was incor-
porated on June 10, 2009, as an 11-member 
board of individuals who have demonstrated 
effective and active leadership in other Near SE/
SW entities. The organization can now legally 
garner resources to ensure that redevelopment of 
near SE/SW serves all the residents — both new 
and old. In September 2010 the board expanded 
to 14. The organization has received consult-
ing and a general operating start-up grant of 
$10,000 from the Local Initiatives Support Cor-
poration (LISC), which promotes community 
development organizations across the country. 

CBCC grew out of a community organizing 
effort, started in 2005, to help Near SE/SW 
neighborhood organizations and entities work 
together to obtain community benefits from the 
development happening all around us. ANC 
Commissioners are the primary negotiators of 
community benefit agreements (CBA) with 
developers, and the CBCC supports the ANC 

to help enforce agreements that have been made. 
Says Carolyn Mitchell, President of the South-
west Neighborhood Assembly, “Long ago we saw 
the need for CBCC to be a vehicle for managing 
and disbursing funds received according to pri-
orities set by residents.”

Says Ruth Hamilton, board chair, “Our goal 
was never to replace the longstanding organiza-
tions or those that might come into existence 
with new residents. We hope the CBCC can 
help build synergy by bringing cooperative lead-
ers together who are in touch with other groups 
and a variety of citizens in the community.” 

To help focus the work of CBCC, a “Near 
SE/SW Community Benefits Summit” has been 
scheduled for Sat., Mar. 5, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. in the 
Amidon-Bowen Elementary School auditorium.  
The summit will use America Speaks’ 21st-
Century Town Meeting forum combining small-
group, face-to-face dialogue with technology to 
engage citizens.  Childcare will be provided.

For more information, contact Ruth Ham-
ilton at 202-484-7700 or rwh@westminsterdc.
org, or visit CBCC’s Facebook page. 

CBCC Receives 501(c)(3), 
Schedules Summit

New Year Brings New Changes

Carolyn Mitchell,  
The Southwester  

Win Awards

The citywide Federation of Civic Associations has awarded Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly president Carolyn Mitchell as Outstanding President of Local Civic Associa-
tion and The Southwester for Outstanding Community Newsletter. The awards were 

announced at the organization’s annual Award Luncheon at the Washington Navy Yard. The 
Southwester’s Editor Emeritus Dale MacIver accepted the award on the newspaper’s behalf.

Carolyn Mitchell, President, SWNA, accepting Outstanding President of Local Civic 
Association Award.
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Khoi Q. Tran, D.M.D.
700 7th St. SW
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 554-4000

Call now for an appointment

Keep Your Teeth Healthy For Life!

In our office we believe the most important thing we can help
our patients do is keep their teeth and gums healthy for a lifetime.
Let us provide you with gentle care in a friendly, professional
environment. Please take advantage of our special welcome offer.

• A complete Exam, including necessary X-Rays

• A Personal Consultation

• A Professional Cleaning*
*unless gum disease is present

NEW PATIENT OFFER $89

Near L'enfant Metro

By Eve Brooks

Some Southwest residents are reclaiming 
their pocket parks. Inspired by the success 
of the Friends of the Duck Pond, Neigh-

bors of Town Center West Park and the need for 
playgrounds for children, over 15 Southwest res-
idents from all sectors of the community came 
together on Sat., Dec. 11 to rake and clean the 
long-neglected park on I Street in front of the 
Southwest branch of the DC Public Library. 

The clean-up effort was spurred by the 
Near SE/SW Community Benefits Coordinat-

ing Council (CBCC) and Friends of the SW 
Families Playground as the first step as we look 
to build a new playground to serve Southwest 
DC’s diverse families. The goal is to raise more 
than $100,000 from residents, community busi-
nesses, developers, foundations and city agencies 
by next summer for the new playground, to be 
located adjacent to the Southwest Library in the 
wooded parcel of land. 

To get involved, contact Felicia Couts at feli-
ciacouts@yahoo.com, Paul Taylor at bigsouth@
yahoo.com or Melissa Rohan at melissa.rohan@
gmail.com.

Several dozen Southwest teens and pre-
teens voiced their opinions on how to pre-
vent youth violence in SW. At a meeting 

at Westminster Presbyterian Church, the youth 
offered dozens of suggestions. The gathering was 
sponsored by a youth violence task force set up 
by Councilmember Tommy Wells, Sasha Bruce 
Youthwork resident councils (from Greenleaf 
Gardens Extention, Syphax, James Creek and 
Greenleaf Midrise), and ANC members Ron 
McBee and Rhonda Hamilton. Pizzas and gift 
cards were given out.

Here are the five questions raised by adults at 
the meeting, and a list of youth responses.

Who would you like to have support 
from?

n Faith-based organizations 
n Family, Parents, Siblings 
n Mentors 
n Encourage and comfort them
n Be a good listener
n Political Support 
n Return programs to the neighborhood
n GED Program

What are some of the problems in 
Southwest?

n Generational crime
n Crime/killing each other
n Gangs/robbing
n Hate/gossip
n Not enough jobs
n Rats/roaches/rodents
n No GED program

n Only one recreation center
n No high school

What are some of the ways youth can 
prevent crime?

n I have a choice to walk away
n We have to work together (with police)
n Find things to get involved in
n Separate yourself from bad influences
n Peer mediation
n Hoods are too close together

What works in preventing violence?
n Find programs to assist with problems
n Political leaders who understand daily 

struggles and can provide outcomes
n Self-advocate
n Teen help options
n Free day care...can’t go to school because 

of lack of time
n Parent workshops
n Safe places: recreation center/home/Boys 

& Girls Club
n Stay in your own neighborhood

What are some of the current issues in 
preventing violence?

n Handling it yourself may lead to more 
conflict

n Peer mediation won’t work because peo-
ple do not like others in their business

n Police stations fail to provide safe 
options

n Absent Boys & Girls Club in police sta-
tion

Felicia Couts (left), Carmen Couts, Shannon Vaugh (back), and Lenore Hansberry help clean up 
park near the library in SW.

Southwest Park Cleanup

SW Youth Speak Out on Violence

Southeast Church Receives  
Historic Landmark Designation

The Rev. Karen Mills 
announced that the 
Southeast church, St. 
Paul African Union 
Methodist Protestant 
(AUMP) Church, 
received its official 
designation as an 
historic landmark 
from the D.C. His-
toric Preservation 
Review Board on 
Nov. 18. She said 
members of her con-
gregation are now 
seeking grants and 
other means to help 
restore and maintain 
the one hundred and 
ten-year-old church. 
For history on the church, see our November article in The Southwester. Photo by David 
Garber.
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n AppleTree Early Learning Public 
Charter School is exploring the option 
of expanding its presence in South-
west by bidding on the Southeastern 
University campus. Currently, Apple-
Tree does activities at Amidon-Bowen 
Elementary and Riverside Baptist Church 
locally, but does not have sufficient space 
to do all its programming. Cost estimates 
for renovating the SEU campus for use 
by AppleTree is approximately $150/SF 
with about a third of the cost needed to 
upgrade building systems.

n Hogates has been demolished 
by the District government along the 
Southwest Waterfront. In its place will 
be a temporary “stadium” with bleach-
ers and a tennis court to host events 
throughout the year. The Hoffman-Mad-
ison Marquette Waterfront team hopes to 
lure the Washington Kastles World Team 
Tennis organization to the site to play 
games there in July since their downtown 
location is slated for development. The 
stadium will be on the site until redevel-
opment of the waterfront begins in the 
end of 2012.

n Phases II & III of Patriots Plaza at 
Fourth & E streets, SW are almost fully 
leased. More than 95% of the build-
ings are leased to government tenants 
including the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Office of the Inspector 
General and Office of the National Coor-
dinator for Information Technology.

n A Café Phillips deli will be open-
ing at the ground floor of the Capitol 
View office building, located at 425 E 
St., SW. The deli should be open by May 
and will be the eighth location to open in 
the District. In addition, a Pizza Auten-
tica will open in the other retail space 
in the building.

n 20 M St., SE, a LEED-Gold office 
building owned by Lerner Enterprises, 
is now 97% leased. The building deliv-
ered in March 2007 and tenants include 
the Bureau of Land Management, Booz 
Allen Hamilton, the Columbia Group 

and Systems Planning and Analysis. A 
Wachovia branch occupies the ground 
floor.

n After more than three years of 
delays due to the economic downturn, 
an apartment building planned for the 
corner of South Capitol and O streets, 
SW by Camden Property Trust will get 
underway in 2011. The 274-unit proj-
ect will contain ground floor retail and 
rise 10-11 stories with balconies facing 
Nationals Park.

n The DC Council unanimously 
passed a bill in December that changes 
the rules regarding affordable hous-
ing requirements at the Southwest 
Waterfront development. The new law 
requires that 30% of the first 500 units 
built are to be affordable, with half of the 
units reserved for households earning up 
to 60% of Area Median Income (AMI) 
and the other half for households earning 
up to 30% of AMI. For any housing units 
built beyond the 500-unit amount, at 
least 20% of those units will be reserved 
as “workforce housing,” which are for 
people such as teachers, nurses, police 
officers, and fire fighters.

n The first phase of renovation to La 
Promenade, the retail area of L’Enfant 
Plaza, is nearing completion after more 
than a year of construction. Confirmed 
tenants at the food court include Au Bon 
Pain (which was at the old Promenade), 
Potbelly Sandwich Works, Roti Mediter-
ranean Grill, Mamma Ilardo’s, Frozen 
Yogurt Indulgence, and Gourmet Too. 
Once the food court is completed, the 
next phase of renovations will begin, 
which includes the construction of a glass 
atrium to bring more natural light to the 
shopping center. 

News from Southwest was adapted from 
the Southwest…The Little Quadrant That 
Could blog (www.southwestquadrant.blog-
spot.com) and Near SE news was adapted 
from the JD Land blog (www.jdland.com/
dc).

Development News
By Will Rich

The Southwester is looking for a volunteer 
Business Manager. If interested in helping 

out, e-mail thesouthwester@yahoo.com

Light-fi lled, new condos
from the low $200s
in SW DC next to Metro

Furnished Models
Now Open

Studios to 2-Bedrooms
Green Construction   
Fitness Center
Energy-effi  cient Living Spaces

over 60% sold

Sales by the Mayhood Company
Pricing, features, and options are subject to change without notice. Images 
are for illustrative purposes only. See a sales manager for details.  

WaterfrontTowerDC.com
202.484.0888
1101 3rd St. SW, Washington D.C.

Brand new 57,000 Sq. Ft.  SAFEWAY NOW OPEN  right next door!

4015_BERN_5x6.875_SWer_i1.indd   1 5/18/10   3:25 PM

Kids enjoy time with Santa at the 1st Annual Southwest Community Forum’s (SWCF) Kids 
Christmas Party held on Dec. 23, 2010 at King Greenleaf Recreation Center. More than 
300 kids attended the party. SWCF partnered with Sasha Bruce Youthwork, American Red 
Cross, Higher Hopes to Outcomes, Mosiac Love, DPR, The Roving Leaders, Charley Horse 
& Carriage Co., USA Motors, and Nate and Buster Photos to make sure that each child had 
the opportunity to get a gift and a photo with Santa.

Community activist Barbara Ehrlich, a 
40-year Southwest resident presents 
“Looking Forward to 2011 in South-

west DC” at the Grounds for Discussion pro-
gram on Sun., Jan. 30, beginning at 11 a.m. 
at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 600 M 
St., SW. The event includes refreshments and a 
facilitated Question & Answer session.

She explains, “My perspectives continue to 
govern why I have chosen to stay in Southwest 
and contribute to community life.” 

In early 1970, Ehrlich came from Phila-

delphia to Washington where she worked as a 
public-health nutritionist for the D.C. Depart-
ment of Human Services with clinic assignments 
for many years in Southeast Washington.

The Grounds for Discussion is a community 
speaker forum offered by the church on the last 
Sunday of each month from 11:00 a.m. to noon. 
It focuses on local, national and global issues 
that challenge us both as citizens and people of 
faith, according to the Rev. Martha Clark, priest-
in-charge. Guest speakers will include writers, 
educators, and civic and church leaders.

Barbara Ehrlich Featured at  
January 30 Grounds for Discussion
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By Elaine Graves

The Westminster Presbyterian Church 
will offer yoga classes every Wednesday 
this year as part of its Wellness Wednes-

day Program. The weekly Therapeutic Yoga and 
Healing Sessions, focusing on “yoga for Every 
Body” will begin at 4 p.m. and last one hour. 
There is no charge, but donations are welcome. 

Yoga styles taught will include seated yoga.  
This gentle yoga includes a series of movements 
to develop flexibility, balance, strength and 
endurance, adapted for all body types. Careful 
instruction will promote proper breathing, med-
itation, positive thinking, and deep relaxation. 
This type of yoga is excellent for people with a 
range of chronic conditions and limited mobil-
ity. No experience in yoga or particular mobility 
is required. Seated yoga classes will be taught by 
23-year teaching veteran Pamela Wilson.

The Weekly Wellness Wednesday also 
includes 5 p.m. Laughter Yoga, 6:45 p.m. 
Sampoorna Hatha Yoga and 7 p.m. Narcot-
ics Anonymous meeting. The additional yoga 
classes will be featured in upcoming issues of 
The Southwester.

Westminster will also offer healing ses-
sions. These sessions offer participants an 
opportunity to focus and experience healing 
energy that soothes and calms the mind and 
spirit. The class will offer guided meditation and 
prayerful hands-on healing that offers comfort 
to people who are stressed or grieving. These 
sessions are designed to assist those who are ill or 
otherwise distressed. To set up a healing session, 
call the church at 202-484-7700.

Healing sessions will be led by Riva Wine, 
a member of the Southwest community since 
1980.

By Elaine Graves

Lee Clark, Samuel Brooks, George 
Gilmore, and Ronnie Wilder are dedi-
cated cooks and servers of the Christ 

United Methodist Church’s Men’s Group which 
prepares a hearty breakfast the third Saturday of 
each month, except for July, August and Sep-
tember. For $5.00, breakfast guests enjoy eggs, 

quiche, bacon, potatoes, spiced apples, biscuits, 
orange juice, coffee and good company. For 15 
years, the group has raised money to serve the 
community through mentorship of young men, 
sponsorship of college students, and church 
repairs. Gilmore has headed the breakfast group 
the last seven years. Marvin Martin, not pic-
tured, heads the Men’s Group.

The next breakfast is Sat., Feb. 19.

400 I St SW  484-7700     
www.westminsterdc.org 

WESTMINSTER         DC 

facebook/westminsterdc 

   “...I kept thinking 
that your church  
embodies what  

religious organizations 
strive to do but seldom 

achieve: create a 
venue for diverse 

groups in the  
community to come  

together.  What better 
way to bring people  

together than to share 
music, the most  
precious gift to   
humankind.” 

—a Jewish visitor to Friday 
Jazz Night in Southwest 

 

Lee Clark, Samuel Brooks, George Gilmore and Ronnie Wilder of the Christ United Methodist 
Church’s Men’s Group. Photo by Elaine Graves.

Sat. Breakfast at Christ Methodist

Westminster’s Wellness 
Wednesday Programs 

Young Footballers Get Awards

Several dozen players on four football teams, who have been representing Southwest 
against teams from all parts of D.C., were rewarded with a banquet and trophies at the 
King-Greenleaf Recreation Center, Sun., Jan. 9  
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By Meg Brinckman

On Dec. 8, Kaya Henderson, Interim 
Chancellor of DC Public Schools 
(DCPS), was at the Courtyard Mar-

riott to listen to residents express their over-
whelming support for reopening the former Van 
Ness Elementary School to serve the rapidly 
growing Capitol Riverfront Community. 

Abigail Smith, Chief, Transformation Man-
agement Office, reminded the approximately 
125 Capitol Hill residents in attendance that 
DCPS has kept Van Ness in the inventory since 
it was closed in 2006, anticipating the kind of 
growth that appears to be occurring now. At 
present there are approximately 480 elementary-
age students living within a half mile of the Van 
Ness building, located at Fifth and M streets, 
SE, near the Navy Yard. Plans over the next 5 
to 7 years anticipate the addition of 2,400 new 
residential units. 

The audience focused largely on the need 
to preserve a close-by school that would anchor 
their neighborhood. Numerous parents men-

tioned the distance students would have to travel 
to Amidon-Bowen as the two elementary schools 
in the area, Brent and Tyler, are near capacity. 

Parents with children not yet in school as well 
as individuals without children both supported 
the need to reopen Van Ness. Several attendees 
spoke about the large number of preschool chil-
dren in the area and the possibility of using one 
of the elementary schools for Pre-K to first grade. 
Students from Amidon-Bowen, Brent and Tyler 
Elementary Schools feed into Jefferson Middle 
School and then move on to the newly renovated 
Eastern High School starting next year. Jefferson 
will begin a new program using the International 
Baccalaureate curriculum in 2011-2012.

DCPS will use final housing specifications, 
including the number and size of the units built 
in the area surrounding Van Ness, to predict 
the increase in school-age population. They 
will also take into consideration trends in out-
of-boundary enrollment. Every school in the 
DCPS system that has not been renovated is on 
schedule for modernization. It is not possible 
to open Van Ness in 2011-2012 because funds 

are committed to other schools that are in need 
of repair and modernization. Amidon-Bowen is 
scheduled for a Phase I (interior) modernization 
in the summer of 2011, and it is planned to 
have a Phase II (exterior) renovation in 2016. 
In the final analysis, the decision to reopen Van 
Ness will be driven by enrollment demands and 
available funding.

Indian restaurant now open in Southwest,  
located at 1548 First Street, SW, next door to Shulman Liquors. 

Featuring all-day buffet, takeout and free delivery with $20 order
Catering available

Pizza also featured – no extra charge for toppings
Open for breakfast at 7:30 am on weekdays,  
9 am on Saturdays and 10 am on Sundays. 

LUCKY KABOB RESTAURANT

Education and Schools

DT offers hands on  

child-powered learning 

toys, books and games 

that allow the child’s brain 

to be in charge of the play 

experience. Discovery 

Toys...for children to think, 

learn, and compete today!
 

Natasha Freeman 
Independent 

Educational Consultant 
(202) 550-6391

 
tashas.toy.store@gmail.com

www.discoverytoyslink.com/
tashastoystore

By Margaret Brinckman

BOTANICAL GARDENS 
VISIT

On Dec. 9th, Pre-K and 
Kindergarten students in Ms. 
Hayes, Ms. Gwanfobe and 
Ms. White’s classes walked to 
the United States Botanical 
Garden to see designer Paul 
Busse’s fantasy garden. The 
garden featured a railroad and 
the National Mall, all created 
with plant materials. 

A-B CHORUS PERFORMS
On Dec. 12th, Shiloh 

Baptist Church’s annual 
presentation of the Messiah 
included on the program 
the fouth- and fifth-grade 
Chorus members under the 
leadership of Ms. Para Perry, 
Amidon-Bowen’s music 
teacher. Students sang “The 
Many Faces of Christmas,” 
by Robert Shaw, along with the Shiloh Youth 
and Children’s Choir and the Seaton Elementary 

School Choir. Republic Properties, 1280 Mary-
land Ave. SW, also invited the Amidon-Bowen 
Chorus to entertain at their Tenant’s Association 
Party on Dec. 15th. 

SAXOPHONE CONCERT
On Dec. 16th, the New Century Saxophone 

Quartet gave a concert for the fourth-grade 
classes of Ms. Blackwood and Ms. Williams 
and the fifth-grade classes of Ms. Hugee and 
Ms. Worthington in the Cafetorium. The music 
ranged from familiar Christmas songs to Maria-
chi music arranged for saxophone and the Folk 
Dances by Shostakovich. 

SINGING HOLIDAY FAVORITES
The season wound up with a school-wide 

holiday program on Friday morning, with the 
Chorus singing holiday favorites. The sing-a-
long was complete with a PowerPoint display 
of the words so that all members of the audi-
ence could participate. Several classes presented 
skits and in the afternoon parents and students 
were invited to enjoy the movie, “The Polar 
Express.”

Harper-Simon  
& Associates
DC and Maryland 

Mobile Notary Public 
Services

www.harper-simon 
associates.org

301-928-1180

Serving Entire Metropolitan Area Over 30 Years Experience

Community Support for Reopening Van Ness Elementary School 

Amidon-Bowen Celebrates the Holiday Season 

New PTA officers pictured here with their enthusiastic children: 
Deana Rhodes-Khalr, 3rd Vice President, Tarek Mousa, LSAT 
Representative, Romaine Hart-Cooper, President, Bridget Oakes, 
Assistant Treasurer, Norma Fisher, 2nd Vice President. Not pic-
tured: Obiamaka Melfonwu, 1st Vice President, Tiffany Blakney, 
Secretary, Natasha Freeman, Treasurer.  Photo by Meg Brinckman.

New Century Saxophone Quartet: 
Ms. Para Perry, Amidon-Bowen 
Music Teacher, Introduces The 
New Century Quartet. Photo by 
Meg Brinckman.
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Patrons put Jenny’s on 
WUSA-TV 9’s A-List, voting 
for their favorites.

Take the Circulator for $1 anywhere 
on 7th St NW or SW. It comes to 
Jenny’s at 9th and Water St. SW 
Runs every 10 minutes till 9 pm.

New Desserts

Hours: 
Mon - Thurs 11-10
Fri., Sat. 11-11
Sun. /Holidays 12-10

Offices and groups:
Call or email us at  
information@ 
jennysdc.com for  
more info on our  
scheduled delivery.
Service Menu online at 
www.jennysdc.com

Jenny’s is 

 

For more Information call

Authorized Dealer to SELL, INSTALL and  
CALIBRATE Taximeters for DC, VA & MD CABS


