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Support for “Build First” Model at Greenleaf Gaining Steam
By: William Rich, CBCC Board Member

Anumber of neighborhood groups have been work-
ing for months on how to implement a “build first” 
strategy for Greenleaf, so existing residents are not 

displaced from Southwest while the public housing complex is 
redeveloped over the next several years. “Build First” was first 
made popular by former Ward 6 councilmember and current 
director of the DC’s Department of Energy & Environment, 
Tommy Wells. In previous cases across the city where public 
housing complexes were redeveloped, current residents were 
given vouchers or moved to other areas of the city while rede-
velopment occurred. Once the new housing was built, some 
of the residents who met eligibility standards were allowed 
to return. In the case of Arthur Capper/Carrollsburg in Navy 
Yard, which was redeveloped through the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development’s Hope VI program, it has been 
about a decade since the old buildings were demolished and 
many former residents remain displaced, thanks to extended 
construction timelines of replacement housing and eligibility 
limitations. In contrast, a “build first” model allows vacant 
areas of a public housing complex or other parcels in the vicin-
ity to be redeveloped first so residents can stay in the commu-
nity during the redevelopment process. Many believe “build 
first” is the only way to avoid permanent displacement, but 
it is typically difficult to implement because there usually isn’t 
enough land available or the political will to do it. “Build first” 
can be implemented at Greenleaf because there is sufficient 

land available and, because of community activism, this is the 
first time public officials have put themselves on record in sup-
port of seeing it realized.

There Is Plenty of Land in Southwest
Greenleaf stretches 15 acres across several city blocks on 

either side of M Street and includes 493 public housing units 
in 23 buildings. The majority of the units are two-bedroom 
apartments, a minority of units in new housing developed 

recently in Southwest, and the mix ranges from one-bedroom 
up to six-bedroom units. One of the components of Green-
leaf is a seniors building on Delaware Avenue and M Street, 
and displacement would be even more of a hardship for this 
population, so the focus of the Community Benefits Coordina-
tion Council (CBCC) has been to find one or more sites for a 
mixed-income seniors building. Unity Health Care’s Southwest 
Health Center at Delaware Avenue and I Street has been iden-
tified as a potential location for such a complex, combining 
health services and mixed-income seniors housing. Although 
the three-story building is a historic landmark, there is the 
potential to build residential units above and on land adjacent 
to the clinic.

Unity leases the building from the DC government and 
does not have the funds to maintain the building. The elevator 
no longer works and the cost to repair it is too expensive for 
Unity, so they have decided to do a minor renovation of the 
facility by moving all services to the first floor. As a result, the 
Southwest Health Center will lose dental services once renova-
tions are complete in 2016.  If the Unity site is redeveloped as a 
health center/mixed-income seniors housing complex as a part 
of Greenleaf ’s redevelopment, funds would be available to fully 
renovate the building, and allow dental services to return to the 
clinic, as well as the potential for additional services. This is a 
proposal that has been introduced and supported by the CBCC 
in order to avoid displacement of Greenleaf residents, includ-

High School Students:  
Compete and Win $1,000

White House at Bat: A Presidential History Challenge

The Washington Nationals and the 
White House Historical Association 
(WHHA) have partnered together to 

bring education and sports together in a new 
and refreshing way. To enter the competi-

tion high school students in 9th through 12th 
grade from Virginia, Maryland, and the District 
of Columbia are eligible to participate and com-
pete for a $1,000 grand prize. 

Akeelah and the Bee:  
An Interview with Molly Yeselson
Akeelah and the Bee is running at Arena Stage 

from Nov. 13 to Dec. 27. SWNA’s Katelynd 
Mahoney was lucky enough to interview Molly 
Yeselson, who plays the role of Izzy/Snorting 
Girl/Crying Girl. This interview has been edited 
for brevity and clarity.

Q: What are you most excited about in 
your roles?

A: I’m most excited that this show features 
characters of color just being people who go 

See “Build First,” page 2

See “Challenge” page 7

Photo courtesy of Dan Norman.

See “Interview,” page 3(Source: http://www.whitehousehistory.org/nationals/plan-your-storyboard)

The Greenleaf Senior building at Delaware Avene and M Street 
SW.  It was constructed in 1959.
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Celebration of Holy Mass  
 

Weekday 
Monday—Friday: 8:00 a.m., 12:10 p.m.
(8:00 a.m. only on a Federal Holiday)  
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Weekend 
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Vigil  
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Holydays 
5:00 p.m. Vigil 
8:00 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m.  

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Monday—Friday: 11:55 a.m.  
Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
December 24: Christmas Eve 
5:00 p.m. ~ Vigil Mass 
9:00 p.m. ~ Mass During the Night: “Midnight 
Mass” 
December 25: Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. ~ Mass During the Day 
Dec. 31/Jan. 1: Mary, Mother of God 
5:00 p.m. ~ Vigil Mass; 10 a.m. Solemnity Mass 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Advent Stations: O Come Emmanuel 
  Saturday, December 19, 7:00 p.m. ~ For a night 
of light with wax candles all burning, come to 
hear songs & short readings that tie the season 
together. Confessions start at 6:30 p.m. 
 

The Light is ON!: Advent Confessions 
  Thursdays 5:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m. ~ Welcome! 
Our doors are open and the light is on for you 
for quiet prayer and Confessions. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration & Holy Hour 
  Thursdays 4:45 p.m.—5:45 p.m. ~ Come and 
spend some quiet time with our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  
 

Religious Movie Seminar  
  Sundays ~ 6:30 p.m., in the Parish Meeting 
Room • Dec. 6—Restless Heart: The Confessions 
of St. Augustine, pt.1 (2012); Dec. 13—Restless 
Heart: The Confessions of St. Augustine, pt. 2 

 
NEW! Young Adult Group 

  Thursdays ~ Our weekly format will include 
Adoration from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., followed by 
a talk or discussion from 7:40 p.m. to 8:45 p.m., 
with refreshments after. 
Info: youngadults@stdominicchurch.org 

St.  Dominic Catholic Church  
Serving Southwest Washington since 1852 

The Catholic Parish of St. Dominic is a community of believers  
 in the Risen Lord called to worship, ongoing spiritual growth,  
faith celebrations and commitment to charity, justice and peace .  

 

630 E Street, SW • (202) 554-7863 • office@stdominicchurch.org 
www.stdominicchurch.org • 1 block from L’Enfant Plaza Metro 

ing the seniors as a result of redevelopment. As 
CBCC Vice Chair Fredrica Kramer said, “Hav-
ing easy access—health services by elevator—to 
a greatly expanded clientele would be a mutual 
win for the [DC] Housing Authority [DCHA], 
the community’s larger-than-city-average senior 
population, and the current primary health care 
provider.”

Political Support
The ANC voted unanimously in October on 

a resolution, sponsored by 6D-03 Commissioner 
Rachel Reilly Carroll, called “Resolution in Sup-
port of Avoiding the Displacement of Public 
Housing Residents During the Redevelopment 
of Public Housing Buildings in the Southwest 
Neighborhood,” which supports a “build first” 
model for Greenleaf ’s eventual redevelopment. 
The resolution urges DCHA, the DC City 
Council, and the Office of the Mayor to form 
an Interagency Working Group within the next 
30 days to evaluate the feasibility of executing 
a “build first” strategy utilizing one or more 
of the 21 publicly owned parcels in Southwest 
identified during the Office of Planning’s recent 
Southwest Neighborhood Plan process. In addi-
tion, the ANC would like at least one com-
missioner to serve on the Interagency Working 
Group and to report on its progress and findings 
at least once a month to the Greenleaf Neigh-
borhood Advisory Group until redevelopment 
commences.

Ward 6 Councilmember Charles Allen has 

also expressed strong support. Allen introduced 
a Sense of the Council Resolution in October 
supporting a “build first” model for Greenleaf. 
The resolution states in part:

“The Greenleaf and surrounding Southwest 
community share significant concerns regard-
ing potential displacement of current Greenleaf 
public housing residents as part of the DCHA 
future redevelopment. The Office of Planning, 
as part of its extensive small area plan process, 
recognized these concerns and included recom-
mendations in its Southwest Neighborhood 
Plan, which was approved by the Council of the 
District of Columbia on July 14, 2015.”

Greenleaf Redevelopment Plan
A public meeting was held on Oct. 24 by 

DCHA, master planner Perkins Eastman, and 
consultant HR&A Advisors to discuss the rede-
velopment of Greenleaf. More than 100 people 
attended the meeting at Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church, including a large number of Green-
leaf residents, other residents of the Southwest 
community, and public officials. Many of the 
attendees expressed their desire for DCHA to 
implement a “build first” model for Greenleaf. 
At the meeting, there were five design principles 
discussed that will be used in the redevelopment 
of Greenleaf:

1. Utilize a mix of tall and low buildings;

2. Create a well-defined public green space;

3. Use trees to beautify, help make place, and 
create a healthier living environment;

4. Connect the new Greenleaf to other areas 
of the city;

5. All new construction must first and fore-
most be exemplary urban architecture.

The October meeting was the first chance 
for the greater Southwest community to get 
involved in the redevelopment process, but 
Greenleaf residents have been engaged over the 
past year or so. According to the HR&A consul-
tants’ presentation, the redevelopment plan will 
be created over the next six to nine months with 
two additional community meetings planned 
in the interim. The final plan is expected to be 
completed sometime in mid-2016. After that, 
an request for proposal will be released, and it 
will take another six to nine months to receive 
responses, get community input, and select a 
winning developer. Then, developer negotia-
tions will take a year to 18 months to complete, 
but design and permitting can be done concur-
rently. After that construction can begin on the 
first phases, which can take two to three years 
to complete. Other phases will be completed 
depending on market conditions.

A Model for the District
The redevelopment of Greenleaf as a mixed 

income community should be possible without 
displacing current residents. Implementing a 
“build first” model, starting with a health center/
mixed-income seniors housing complex at the 
Unity site would be a win-win for the communi-
ty—expanded health services in a modern facil-
ity and seniors of all income levels can “age in 
place” with easy access to medical care. This can 
serve as a model for the district, and perhaps the 
nation, as aging public housing complexes are 
razed in favor of mixed-income communities.

BUILD FIRST
From p. 1

The History of 
Southwest DC

as published in  
the pages of  

The Southwester

The past 50 years of issues 
of The Southwester

Over 4,200 pages  
are now available on DVD 

for a donation to the  
Southwest Neighborhood 

Assembly of $50.00 or 
more.

Send your check, payable to 
SWNA

P.O. Box 70131, 
Washington, DC 20024
(write “Southwester DVD”  

on your check and be sure it  
includes your mailing address.)

(Note:  Most of the early years’ 
issues (1965 – 1973) are missing. 
The DVD is in searchable PDF, 
making it easy to search by 

name or topic.)

Nominations are open for candidates to the offices of 

president, vice president, secretary and treasurer and to 

all eight elective positions on the Board of the Southwest 

Neighborhood Assembly for the election to be held Sat. 

Mar. 21.
The map here shows the four SWNA districts, residents 

of each of which elect 2 of the 8 district reps to the board. 

The north-south dividing line is 3rd St. north of M St. and 

Delaware Ave. and Second St. south of M St. The east-west 

divider is M St. All residents of Near SW DC (zip code 20024) age 18 

or over are eligible to be nominated and to be elected. (A 

person is welcome to nominate himself or herself ).    A 

nominating committee chaired by former SWNA President 

Thelma Jones is asking for suggestions and will report its 

findings at the public SWNA meeting on Mon. Feb. 23.  

Additional nominations can be made from the floor at that 

time. All persons nominated will be listed on ballots at the 

Mar. 21 election and spaces will be left for write-in names 

as well. 
Ms. Jones can be reached by email at jones15@verizon.

net or by phone at (202 488-3746) . 
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Mike Locksley Signs For $700,000 a Yr.As a kid he played football and basket-

ball for Southwest’s MPD Boys & Girls 

Club #4 in the gym at Bowen Elementary 

School on M St. SW. He graduated from 

Ballou High School in Anacostia and 

Towson State University near Baltimore.
Now Michael Locksley, Sr., age 39, has 

been appointed head coach of football at 

the University of New Mexico. 
At UNM he will be in his 18th year of 

college coaching, including the Univer-

sity of Florida, University of Maryland 

College Park and most recently at the 

University of Illinois. His five year con-

tract at UNM pays him $700,000 a year.

Elections For SWNA in March
❶

❷

❸ ❹
University of New MexicoHead Coach Michael 

Locksley, Sr.

Map of four SWNA election districts, each of which elect two repre-

sentatives on the SWNA Board

With D.C.’s Near SW/SE area being 

adjacent to the Capitol Building and 

National Mall and containing offices and 

bases employing thousands of military 

personnel, we are bound to notice a flurry 

of military activity in preparation for 

the Presidential Inauguration in January. 

Without it being revealed exactly where in 

SW/SE arrangements are being made for 

all the military musical units, marching 

bands, color guards, salute batteries and 

honor cordons, we can expect a noticeable 

influx of uniformed personnel riding or 

walking on our streets.

The US military has its own Armed 

Forces Inaugural Committee (AFIC) that 

has been planning for months. Their web 

site www.afic.northcom.mil has much 

information and many links to other 

actors in the Inaugural drama. We are told 

that each four years 5,000 service mem-

bers participate in the celebration – some 

in view and some behind the scenes. 
Congress has its own Inaugural Com-

mittee which conducts the swearing in 

at the Capitol Building and distributes 

free tickets f or viewing the ceremony on 

the Capitol Grounds. It’s website is www.

inaugural.senate.gov.  It is called the Joint 

Congressional Committee on Inaugural 

Ceremonies (JCCIC).The President-elect Barrack Obama 

and Vice President-elect Joe Biden have 

a committee for organizing and fund-

ing inaugural events such as inaugural 

dinners, the Inaugural Parade and the 

inaugural balls. It is called the Presidential 

Inaugural Committee (PIC), with a web-

site www.pic2009.org. (Brenda Steele contributed to this article)

Market Inn ClosingBy Saadia AthiasOne of the District’s most notable seafood restaurants, 

the Market Inn Restaurant, located at 200 E Street, South-

west, is closing December 31, 2008 after their fifty year 

lease has expired. Market Inn was established in 1959 and 

has maintained the traditional legacy of the original owner 

John Mandis, which was inherited by his devoted family 

Carl and Liz and managed by their long time friend Mike 

Kipp. Located at the end of the barren railroad and  SW 

Freeway overpass, the restaurant stood throughout the 

phases of renewal and the demolition of the old Southwest 

warehouse markets, and remained viable throughout the 

reconstruction period, which erected federal office buildings 

and a hotel.

Military Help With Barrack Obama’s Inauguration

Continued on Page 2

Staff at Market Inn
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Harbour Square 
Designated Historic 

Landmark
By Cecille Chen

On Feb. 28, the D.C. Historic Preserva-
tion Review Board voted unanimously 
to approve Harbour Square’s application 

for historic designation. As an historic landmark, 
Harbour Square takes its place in the District of 
Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites alongside 
Tiber Island, Potomac Place Tower, Arena Stage 
and others in Southwest. The Board further recom-
mended that Harbour Square’s nomination be for-
warded to the National Register of Historic Places 
with a recommendation for listing at the national 
level of significance.

Designed by Chloethiel Woodard Smith, Har-
bour Square was completed in 1966 and includes 
430 apartment units housed in multi-story build-
ings and 10 single-unit row houses. Smith’s design 
seamlessly incorporates some of the District’s oldest 

existing residential structures, including Wheat Row 
(1794), the Barney House (1794), and the Lewis 
House (1817). These buildings, which were des-
ignated as historic landmarks in 1963, were saved 
from demolition during the urban renewal era and 
subsequently incorporated into the Harbour Square 
development, making it one of the city’s first major 
historic adaptive reuse projects. 

Smith introduced many design concepts that are 
still utilized within urban historic districts today: 
breaking down large, new construction into smaller 
components to improve its scale and avoid relent-
less repetition; varying heights and streetscapes, but 
relating to the size and scale to historic buildings; 
using building materials compatible with traditional 
buildings; and deferring to the primacy of historic 
buildings in setting the visual character.

The Historic Preservation Office report found 
that Harbour Square is characterized by its plantings 
and hardscape, designed by the acclaimed landscape 
architect Dan Kiley. Kiley’s ambitious landscape 
plan was divided by the buildings themselves into 
multiple themed gardens, the most impressive being 
the one-acre “Aquatic Garden,” which contains a 
pool with its own willow tree on a square island.

Cherry Blossom Time
Southwest residents and visitors have some of the best views of the District’s historic cherry blossoms. 
For details about the 2013 National Cherry Blossom Festival and Southwest Waterfront Fireworks 
Festival, see page 2. See related story, page 7. (Photo by Paul Heaton)

Affordable Luxury for a Lucky Few
By William Rich 

Construction is beginning to wrap up at 
Camden South Capitol, the first new apart-
ment community to be built in Southwest 

in decades. 
The 276-unit high-rise is located at the corner of 

South Capitol and O streets SW, across the street from 
Nationals Park. Some of the units will have views of 
the stadium, Anacostia River, and the Capitol build-
ing. Twelve of the units will be set aside as affordable 
dwelling units (ADUs) for households earning up to 
80% of Area Median Income (AMI). 

Rents for market-rate units will range from $1,300 
for studios up to $4,000 for 2BR units per month. 
The leasing team at Camden South Capitol is final-
izing what the actual rents will be for the ADUs, but 
that information will soon be posted on their website 
at www.camdenliving.com. Applications for both 
market-rate and ADUs will be accepted online starting 
two weeks prior to their grand opening on April 11.

A community benefit negotiated by the ANC 
during the Planned Unit Development (PUD) process 
includes a 50% reduction in the cost of parking in the 
building over a 20-year period for residents who live in 

the townhomes adjacent to the apartment building on 
the Unit block of O Street SW. Currently, the market-
rate parking fee for the building will be somewhere 
between $150 and $250 per month. In addition, 
once the building has reached stabilization (defined 
as 94% occupied), the remaining parking spaces will 
be available for lease by the rest of the community at 
market rate. Residents of ANC 6D are also supposed 

Community  
Garden Receives 
Makeover Grant

By Bernice Boursiquot and Kamilla Kovacs

Community gardening is about to 
expand in Southwest DC. Southwest 
Community Gardens, one of the local 

organizations for which the Southwest Neigh-
borhood Assembly (SWNA) serves as fiscal 
sponsor, has received a national garden make-
over award from Fiskars Brands, Inc. which will 
allow the group to build a community garden in 
Lansburgh Park (on Delaware and I Streets SW) 
with a budget of $50,000. 

The so-called “Garden Makeover” is a pro-
gram of Fiskars’s Project Orange Thumb, which 
is dedicated to supporting and developing com-
munity gardens throughout the United States 
and Canada. Southwest Community Gardens 
was the only garden to be selected for this 
makeover out of over 400 applicants across the 
United States.

The Fiskars Garden Makeover will take place 
on one day in the summer of 2013, much like 
popular television shows that remodel houses. 
The community garden is expected to be built 
in late July or early August. Because of the 
tremendous neighborhood support that the 
garden group and SWNA have received from 
the Southwest community, both organizations 
pledge to keep their neighbors and other com-
munity-based organizations up to date on the 
progress of construction as well as community 
partnerships that will create important educa-
tional and other activities in the garden.

Lansburgh Park has been the focus of 
renewed investment from the city and from 
local organizations, in order to enrich commu-
nity activities in this large city park that has been 
underused for decades. Southwest Community 
Gardens has ambitious plans to introduce a vari-
ety of unique programming into the garden. 
The group has reached out to community 
organizations, including veterans groups, youth 
activities groups and local schools, to formulate 
partnerships that will develop the garden into a 
space of learning, connecting and healing. 

Plans for the garden’s layout include both 
an area with individual garden plots, which will 
be rented on an annual basis by community 
members; as well as a communal section which 
will be tended collectively by any people who 
wish to get involved. A portion of the garden 
will be accessible to individuals with disabilities, 
including those using wheelchairs.

Southwest Community Gardens was estab-
lished in 2011 with the mission to create gar-
dens throughout Southwest DC that are acces-
sible to all members of the community. To keep 
abreast of the group’s activities, including how 
to volunteer on the day the garden will be built, 
visit their website at swgardens.org.

SWNA Announces Board Election Results
By Morgan Gable

On March 9, 2013, hundreds of South-
westers cast their ballots for the 
Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 

(SWNA) Board of Directors election. The results 
are as follows:

President: Kael Anderson
Vice-President: Kamilla Kovacs
Treasurer: Brent Wilson
Secretary: Donna Purchase
District 1: Jason Kopp, Sam Marrero
District 2: Saadia Athias, Daniela Petrilli
District 3: Amira Badawi, Kenneth Prater
The District 4 results are still pending due to a 

tie in the tallies. They will be announced shortly.
A special thanks goes to Perry Klein and 

Thelma Jones for their work on ensuring the suc-
cess of the election. Another big thank you goes to 
Cara Shockley and Ron McBee for counting and 
verifying the results.

Thanks to everyone who voted, and con-
gratulations to all of the winners. This year’s 
board promises to be one of the best with such 
hardworking and dedicated individuals leading 
the way to help ensure that Southwest will remain 
a thriving and exceptional community.

n	 Morgan Gable is Nominating Chairperson for 
the SWNA 2013 elections.

The Historic Preservation Review Board found 
that Harbour Square’s green spaces were of 
“extreme importance.”

See “Landmark,” page 5

Camden South Capitol at 1345 South Capitol St. 
SW is nearing completion. (Photo by William Rich)

See “Apartments,” page 5

By The Southwester Staff

W
ard 6 Councilmember Tommy 

Wells is showing some love for 

Buzzard Point. At his request, a 

planning assistance team from the American 

Planning Association interfaced with Southwest 

residents and the Capitol Riverfront BID to 

develop a strategic vision for the Buzzard Point 

Area.  The team, composed of Alan Mallach, 

Jeff Frank, John Gosling, Jeff Lee and Nichole 

White, held a public forum, a walkthrough 

and various meetings with local experts and 

stakeholders from Nov. 18-21, ending with a 

preliminary presentation of their results.  A final 

report is due by March 2010.  

Although many planning agencies have 

looked at Buzzard Point in the past and for-

mulated several development ideas, the area is 

only now being looked at in the context of the 

Southwest Waterfront re-development and the 

massive restructuring of Near Southeast.  

The planning team led a pro bono effort to 

focus on connectivity and accessibility to the 

river, compatibility of the area for various uses, 

and future transit services.  The area in question 

is bounded by South Capitol Street to the east, 

M Street to the north, and Second Street to the 

west.  The report will serve as possible vision for 

the future of this important and underused sec-

tion of our neighborhood.

By Matthew Bevilacqua 

T
he Waterfront will light up in a cas-

cade of color and joyful tidings on 

Sat., Dec. 5 to usher in the holiday 

season we’ve been anticipating for 11 months.   

The annual Parade of Lighted Boats, hav-

ing now brightened the Washington channel 

for 17 years, will sail by at 5 p.m. with a fleet 

of about 50 multicolored boats representing 

15 Potomac River yacht clubs and marinas. 

Neighbors can celebrate on the gazebo near 

Gangplank Marina where they can feast and 

greet Santa – scheduled to arrive an hour 

before the parade – for a photo-op. 

During last year’s parade, “Santa Claus 

[was] on board waving to the crowd,” says Bar-

bara Ehrlich, Southwest resident and special 

events director for the Washington Waterfront 

Association (WWA), which in 1992 hosted 

the first parade with a meager five boats. Little 

by little the happening gained popularity, and 

10 years ago the WWA partnered up with the 

Alexandria Convention and Visitor’s Associa-

tion, assuring that the parade had grown into 

a community juggernaut. 

This year the incandescent vessels will 

begin their voyage entering the Washington 

channel from the south, head upriver to 

loop around and journey back down towards 

Alexandria. The boat with the most dazzling 

decorations (according to a panel of judges) 

will receive glossy prizes like dinner parties and 

cruises from participating businesses on Water 

Street. A second judging will award further 

spoils, and the public may board and explore 

some of the boats decked out in holiday style, 

in the days following the celebration.  

All the waterside establishments are also 

expected to keep their facades glowing through 

the night to contribute to the sparkling festivi-

ties.
Multitudes are expected to come out to 
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Serving the Southwest and Near Southeast Community

By Dale McIver

S
outhwest preteens on a football team at King Greenleaf Recreation Center played in the city-

wide championship game for 75 pounders at Anacostia High School Field recently. After win-

ning consistently all season the youth came up short, but proud, in a well-played final effort.

Parade on Waterfront to Illuminate the Holidays

Photo by Chester Simpson, courtesy of the Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association.Holiday Boats on 

Washington Channel 

in Southwest

Continued on Page 11

Southwest Team Played in  

City Championship Game

SW’s Wolfpack 75 lb. Football Team

Coaches in the back row: (left to right) Antonio Backus, Fred Robinson Sean Adams, Ath-

letic Director Henry Moton, Derrick Purvis Michael Hines. Middle row: (left to right) #20 Mike 

Briscow;  #57 Brandon Vinson;  #2 Kewoon  McSwain;#7 Tayron Moss;  behind #7 is (no num-

ber showing) 23 Eriq Martin; #1 Noah Boykin;  #56, Markell Johnson; #8 Donnell Stringfellow;  

#22 Jawad Hester. Between middle row and front row (no number showing) is #4 Naquan 

Dukes. Front row: (left to right) #5 Kyle Foster;  #55 Raymond Washington;  #21  Quavadis

Holmes;  #6 Javon Finner;  #53 Tykings Copeland; #24 Daris Water. Not in picture - #60 

Michael Waldron

Tommy Wells addresses community at planning 

meeting.

Attention Given to  

Buzzard Point
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about their lives. The fact that the show exists 
is exciting. We’re so used to seeing shows with a 
ton of white people and then the token person 
of color. How often does it happen that we flip 
that ratio on its head and have 13 out of the 14 
actors in this show be people of color? I find it so 
exciting to be playing characters where my race 
isn’t what defines me; where my identity is so 
much more than the color of my skin.

Q: How does the play differ from the 
2006 movie of the same name? 

A: Well to start, Cheryl (the playwright) 
moved the setting of our show from Los Angeles 
to Chicago. Moving the play to Chicago really 
changed the dynamic. Our play feels busier 
than the movie, since Akeelah now 
lives in a neighborhood where 
everyone knows about 
everyone else’s business. 
Characters changed 
a lot from the 
movie, since 
Cheryl added 
some characters 
(such as the characters I 
play) and then took out and 
combined other characters. 
Though, I feel as if the biggest 
difference from the movie is that we’re 
able to make the audience experience the events 
in Akeelah in the first person. For example, the 
way the show is staged, audiences feel like they’re 
actually at the various spelling bees!

Q: What inspired you to try out for a 
role in the production?

A: I actually had no idea about the project 
until I got a phone call from Amelia Powell 
asking me if I’d like to come in and audition 
for the role of Izzy. (Amelia is the casting direc-
tor at Arena Stage.) I immediately accepted the 
opportunity to audition for a couple of reasons: 
Akeelah was one of my absolute favorite movies 
as a kid. We owned it on DVD and I probably 
watched it once every few weeks. So, the idea of 
being in the world premiere adaption of Akeelah 
was appealing enough already! I guess I was also 
inspired to audition, since I love Arena Stage. 
Arena has put on some of the most moving 
pieces of theater I’ve seen and the idea of being 
able to potentially give other people the same 
magical experience of live theater was a huge 
inspiration for my decision to audition.

Q: You play more than one role in the 
production. How did you prepare? What 
was the biggest challenge? What was 
the biggest surprise?

A: My characters don’t talk a ton in the 
show, but my track is very blocking heavy. That 
means I have to constantly know when and 
where I need to be within the show. Most of 
my preparation included color-coding my script 
and making spreadsheets. All of this proved 
very helpful when we got into tech at Children’s 
Theatre Company. For example: Let’s say that 
our amazing stage manager, Chris, said, “Okay, 
we’re starting with Akeelah’s line on the top 
of page 32.” I could quickly glance down at 
my script and see what color Post-it Note was 
on that page. From the Post-it Note, I’d know 
exactly where I needed to be, what I needed to 
be wearing, what props I needed, and when my 
entrance/exit was.

The biggest challenge for me was the fact 

that we were making huge changes in the show 

throughout the rehearsal process into tech and 

previews. Scenes and lines were cut, added back 

into the show, moved to a different act in the 

show! It was crazy trying to remember what the 

most recent version of our show was and we even 

got new words for the spelling bees three hours 

before opening night!

The biggest surprise by far was how amazing 

it was to work with this cast. Of course people 

get on each other’s nerves sometimes (like in any 

family), but over the 11 weeks in Minneapolis, 

the whole cast became really close. A couple of 

the actors from Minneapolis couldn’t join us for 

the second leg of our journey here at Arena and 

it was really a bittersweet day when we 

had to say goodbye.

Q: What is your favorite 
part of the play? What do 

you think the audi-
ence will most 
enjoy?

A: My favorite 

parts of the play are the 

different spelling bees and I think the 

audience will enjoy them the most, as well. The 

energy is great in the bees and the bees have 

some of the funniest moments in the show. I 

can’t give too much away, but I’d say the bees are 

also pretty cool if you’re into techy things.

Q: You are an alum of Camp Arena 
Stage, how does it feel to come back 
this time in a production? 

A: It’s so amazing to come back to Arena and 

be in Akeelah. I loved my time at Camp Arena 

Stage and then being a part of Voices of Now. 

Both were incredibly meaningful experiences 

that helped me form connections here at Arena. 

When I found out that the Akeelah audition 

was going to be in the classroom where I did 

Voices of Now, I felt instantly more relaxed 

and confident. I’ve seen a lot of shows at Arena 

that touched me in various ways, such as The 

Blood Quilt and Dear Evan Hansen. Both shows 

happened to be in the Kreeger Theater (where 

Akeelah will play) and as I sat there soaking up 

the amazing work of the artists onstage and off, 

I realized that I’m going to have the same oppor-

tunity to touch peoples’ lives. Theater can make 

such a difference and I’m extremely grateful to 

have the chance to change people’s perceptions 

of themselves and the world around them.

Q: Akeelah has to overcome numerous 
challenges. What would you say to the 
kids who are seeing the production to 
help them overcome their own chal-
lenges?

A: Be an advocate for yourself. Speak up 

when you need help. Other people can only help 

you when you tell them that you’re struggling. 

Akeelah only begins to succeed when she tells 

the truth about how she’s feeling.

DONOR WILL MATCH 
ALL DONATIONS 

UP TO $2,000
By December 31, 2015 

 
This will assist us in our efforts to provide grants for

educational, community development, and charitable
projects for youth, families and seniors in SW DC.

Send your tax-deductible contribution to:
Friends of Southwest DC

389 O Street, S. W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

OR
Donate by credit card using www.Razoo.com and in top right box
for “Find Cause or Fundraiser” enter ‘Friends of Southwest DC’

We will provide an acknowledgment for your tax records.  

For further information, view www.FriendsSWDC.org  
or contact: Coralie Farlee, President, 202-554-4407,  

FriendsSWDC@yahoo.com, or Joyce Bouvier, Secretary, 202-488-4419  
   

Applications for grants may be submitted at any time  
to the above address.

We support The Southwester through our advertising

FRIENDS OF  
SOUTHWEST DC

A 501(c)(3) organization in SW DC since 1998

INTERVIEW
From p. 1

DERMATOLOGY
•	 DISEASES	OF	THE	SKIN,	HAIR
	 AND	NAILS
•	 SKIN	CANCER	SCREENING
•	 NARROW	BAND	UVB	PHOTOTHERAPY
	 -Psoriasis
	 -Vitiligo
•	 BOTOX
•	 JUVEDERM	FILLERS

LASER	TREATMENTS
•	 HAIR	REMOVAL
•	 HAIR	RESTORATION
•	 SPIDER	VEINS
•	 LEG	VEINS
•	 SKIN	REJUVENATION
•	 HYPERPIGMENTATION

650 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE.  Suite 420
Washington, DC 20003

(202) 547-9090 (O)  •  (202) 547-9092 (F)

Allen A. Flood, M.D.
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Family Fun Day at Amidon-Bowen
By: Bruce DarConte 

Near Southeast Community Partners 
Amidon PTA/LSA

Amidon-Bowen held it’s 2015 Family 
Fun Day event on Halloween at the 
school. Events included Wii dancing, 

imagination foam blocks, basketball, tennis, and 
activities on the playground.

Thanks to the new flat screen televisions, 
which were installed in the cafeteria, a Wii sys-
tem was installed for the event, which proved 
to be a huge hit as kids danced up a storm. The 

adults joined in as we had a mini dance contest! 
A costume parade started in the cafeteria and 
worked its way around the school to three candy 
stations, where all the kids received Halloween 
treats. The parade was followed by a cook-out 
by the Amidon PTA.

More than 120 people attended the event 
and everyone had a blast. The Amidon PTA, 
Near Southeast Community Partners, Edge-
wood Brookland Collaborative, Principal Miller, 
teachers, staff, and volunteers all worked togeth-
er to make this event a huge success.

Computers-for-Kids
Perry Klein, Chair, SWNA Technology Task Force

Here is a photo of students at the weekly Computer-for-Kids class at the James 
Creek public housing Resident Council building, in a computer lab we set up 
there.  Here they are receiving a lesson in the use of PowerPoint. We received 

the computers from the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Their 
refurbishing was supported by a grant from the Friends of Southwest DC. When the kids 
successfully complete the eight-week program, they are eligible to receive a computer from 
us to take home for use by their families. Computers-for-Kids is a program of SWNA’s 
Youth Activities Task Force.

Photo courtesy of Perry Klein.
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 /WharfDC   @TheWharfDC   thewharfdc

Join THE Fun!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, FROM 6-8PM
Along the District’s Southwest Waterfront at Gangplank Marina Park

Parade of Lights is presented by THE WHARF  
through the generosity of Hoffman-Madison Waterfront, developers of the District’s new, world-class, mixed-use waterfront 

Parade of Lights is co-produced by Washington Waterfront Association and Old Dominion Boat Club with the support of Alexandria Convention 
& Visitors Association, Alexandria Fire Department, Cantina Marina, Capital Yacht Club, Destination DC, District of Columbia Fire Department, 
Entertainment Cruises, EventBrite, Gangplank Marina, Gangplank Slipholders Association, Jenny’s, Joint Base Myer – Henderson Hall, King Ribs 

B-B-Q, MPD Harbor Patrol, PhotoGenics, Port of Washington Yacht Club, and Potomac Riverboat Company.
This is a FREE outdoor event, held rain or snow. Parade of Lights is best viewed in the District at 600 Water Street SW in Gangplank Marina  
Park—with Capital Bike Share and just a short walk from L’Enfant Plaza and Waterfront Metrorail stops. More information regarding the 24th 
Annual Parade of Lights: visit www.wharfdc.com or call 202-688-3590. To register a boat in the parade: www.dcboatparade.eventbrite.com 

Join us for a magical night of merriment as we celebrate the holidays with 
a colorful parade of lighted boats and the first snow fall of the season

6:00PM:      Delight as snow begins to fall along the waterfront 
    Marvel at the decorated houseboats and docked vessels 
    Watch the lighting of the Gangplank Marina Christmas Tree 
    Celebrate the season by wearing a festive balloon hat 
    Pose for a family photograph with a very jolly Santa Claus 
    Test your skill at s’mores making and marshmallow roasting 
    Sip hot chocolate and be warmed by the roaring bonfire 
    Show your creativity and decorate gingerbread cookies 
    Craft your own holiday sailboat

7:00PM:       Herald the arrival of the parade of boats from Alexandria   
    Vote for your very favorite decorated boat in the parade

7:45PM:      Cheer at a water-filled salute to the John Glenn fireboat 
    Applaud as parade and in-slip prize winners are announced!



Page 6 The Southwester December 2015

DECEMBER 2015
WED 2, 4:30 P.M. Game Club. Children ages 6-12 
are invited to join us to play board games. Children 
under 9 years old must be accompanied by a caregiv-
er. SW Neighborhood Library, 900 Wesley Place SW.

WED 2, 7-8:30 P.M.  CREATIVE WRITING. Novel 
writing workshop with  Jessica Spottswood, in the 
Reading Room of the SW Neighborhood Library.

SAT 5, 1-2:30 P.M. YOGA NIDRA at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 400 I Street, SW.  Pamela 
Wilson guides a very deep, conscious relaxation, 
including a focus on self healing. No experience in 
Yoga or meditation necessary. A donation of $10 is 
suggested. For more information call 202-746-6654 
or email: wilsonpj108@verizon.net.

SAT 5,  3 P.M. Holiday Crafts. Children & families 
are invited to join us in creating holiday-themed 
crafts to decorate for the season. Children under 9 
years old must be accompanied by a caregiver. SW 
Neighborhood Library 

SUN 6, 3 P.M. P.M. Build-it Studio. Children 
aged 6-12 are invited to join us in creative, hands-
on fun building structures using everyday materials. 
Children under 9 years old must be accompanied by 
a caregiver. SW Neighborhood Library.

MON 7, 4:30 P.M. Children’s Book Club. Chil-
dren ages 8-12 are invited to join us to discuss a 
book together. Please call or stop by the Children’s 
Room to find out the latest pick. Children under 9 
years old must be accompanied by a caregiver. SW 
Neighborhood Library 

WED 9, 4:30 P.M. Create Club. Children ages 
6-12 are invited to join us for arts & crafts activities. 
Children under 9 years old must be accompanied by 
a caregiver. SW Neighborhood Library.

THURS 10, 3-6 P.M. Neighborhood Legal Ser-
vices.  Attorney Maya Sheppard will be available to 
answer employment related legal questions covering 
areas such as discrimination and wrongful dismissal. 
SW Neighborhood Library.

FRI 11, 8-9:30 A.M. Councilmember Charles 
Allen SW Community Meeting, Starbucks inside 
Safeway, 1100 4th Street SW.

SAT 12,  3 P.M. ASL Story Time. Stories, games, 
and fun in American Sign Language with Deaf 
Services Librarian Janice Rosen. ASL/voice interpret-
ers and therapy dogs from People Animals Love 
will be present. Children under 9 years old must 
be accompanied by a caregiver. SW Neighborhood 
Library.

SUN 13, 2:30 P.M.  P.A.L. (People Animals 
Love) Dog Visit. Children ages 4-12 are invited to 
read aloud to a P.A.L. dog. Children under 9 years old 
must be accompanied by a caregiver. SW Neighbor-
hood Library.

MON 14, 10 A.M.-Noon. Age Friendly DC Pro-
grams Report, SW Neighborhood Library.

MON 14, 7 P.M. ANC 6D Monthly Business 
Meeting,  1100 4th Street SW, 2nd floor. Agenda 
at www.anc6d.org

WED 16, 12:00-3:00 P.M. SWWF AARP Chapter 
#4751 Invites Members, Guests and Friends to its 
Holiday Luncheon Ft. McNair officers’ Club- Dining 
Room. 4th and P Streets, SW.  Wheelchair Acces-
sible, Onsite parking available, Picture ID is required.  
Special Guest: Louis Davis, State Director, AARP DC.  
Reservation: $30.00 per person; Southern Buffet: 
Ambrosia Salad, Mixed Baby Greens with assorted 
dressings, Southern Fried Chicken, Shredded BBQ 
Pork, Fried Catfish, Fresh red skin Mashed potatoes, 
corn on the cob, Dessert: Peach Cobbler or Pecan 
Pie. Checks payable to: SWWF AARP Chapter #4751 
Contacts: Evelyn Dorsey, Chair, 202-488-9685; Betty 
Jean Tolbert Jones, President, 202-554-0901

WED 16, 4:30 P.M. LEGO Club. Children ages 6-12 
are invited to design, create, and build structures 
with LEGO bricks. Children under 9 years old must 
be accompanied by a caregiver. SW Neighborhood 
Library.

THURS 17, 1-3 P.M. King Greenleaf will be hosting 
our Annual Sassy Seniors Christmas Brunch.  

King Greenleaf Recreation Center.  202-645-7454

THURS 17, 7 P.M. ABC Committee, ANC6D. 
Alcohol license applications, renewals, enforcement, 
and other issues. King Greenleaf Recreation Cen-
ter, 201 N Street SW. To be added to e-mail list 
for agenda & notifications contact: Coralie Far-
lee, Chair, ABC Committee, 202-554-4407, cfarlee@
mindspring.com.  

SUN 20, 3 P.M. Movie Madness. Children & fami-
lies are invited to join us to watch a family-friendly 
film together. Children under 9 years old must be 
accompanied by a caregiver. SW Neighborhood 
Library.

MON 21, 5:30-8:15P.M. King Greenleaf will host 
our “KGL Annual Christmas Toy Give away”. 
King Greenleaf Recreation Center.  202-645-7454

SAT 26, 1:30 P.M. Southwest Book Discussion. 
Copies of this month’s selection, “Into Thin Air by Jon 
Krakauer”, are available for checkout at the informa-
tion SW Neighborhood Library.

WEEKLY, BIWEEKLY
ADULT RECREATION, 10 A.M.-Noon,  Satur-
days, Ages 18 & up, King Greenleaf Recreation 
Center, 201 N St. SW. 202-645-7454. www.dpr.doc.
gov

ADULT YOGA & TEEN, 6 P.M. Mondays, FREE.  
Mats available. Sasha Bruce Youthwork at 
Randall Community Center, South Capitol & “ I” 
(eye) Sts SW.  Entrance door near playground.

AFTERSCHOOL MEALS PROGRAM, 4-5 P.M.  
Monday-Friday, Ages 5-14, King Greenleaf Recre-
ation Center, 202-645-7454. www.dpr.doc.gov

ARTS & CRAFTS, 5-6 P.M., Tuesdays, Ages 5-14 
with Michelle Edmonds, King Greenleaf Recreation 
Center.

BABY/TODDLER STORY TIME 10:30 A.M., Mon-
days. (Note: there is no story time on Dec. 21st 
& 28th). Join us for fun songs, finger plays, baby 
bounces and rhymes as we work together to develop 
early literacy skills. Designed for children ages birth 
to 2 years and their caregivers. SW Neighborhood 
Library.

BINGO for SENIORS, 1-3 P.M., Mondays and 
Thursdays, ages 55 & up, King Greenleaf Recre-
ation Center.

BLUES MONDAYS, 6-9 P.M., Westminster Pres-
byterian Church, 400  “I” (eye) St SW.  Various 
Blues musicians and singers featured each Monday. 
$5. Food for sale. 400 “I” (eye) Street SW, 202-484-
7700.

BOYS BASKETBALL, 6-7 P.M., Wednesdays & 
Fridays, Ages 7-8. King Greenleaf Recreation Center.

BOYS BASKETBALL, 6-8 P.M., Wednesdays & Fri-
days, Ages 9-10. King Greenleaf Recreation Center.

BOYS BASKETBALL, 6-7 P.M., Mondays & 
Wednesdays, Ages 11-12. King Greenleaf Recre-
ation Center.

CHESS with Brett. 4:30-6:30 P.M. Mondays 
3rd-5th graders and Fridays, 6th-12 graders. 
Sasha Bruce at Randall Community Center, South 
Capitol & “ I” (eye) Sts SW.  Entrance door near 
playground. For more information email: randallrec@
sashabruce.org 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:30 A.M.  St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church, Fellowship Hall, 
downstairs, rear of Christ United Methodist 
Church, 900 4th St SW. Children ages 3 and older are 
invited to join our loving and lively Sunday School 
where they are introduced to a loving God who wel-
comes and cares for all. Through biblical stories, art, 
music and holy play, our children are nurtured in their 

natural spirituality to grow as the “littlest members” 
of a community of faith.

COMPUTER CLASSES, 10 A.M.-12 Noon, Tues-
days, SW Neighborhood Library, 724-4752.
Dec 1 -  Microsoft Excel 
Dec 8  - Microsoft Powerpoint
Dec 15 - Introduction to Personal Computers
Dec 22 - No Class Scheduled
Dec 29  - Internet Basics

COMPUTER TIME, 4-7 P.M., Monday-Friday. 
Open computer use. Sasha Bruce Youthwork 
at Randall Community Center.  Entrance door 
near playground.

DRAWING: BASIC 101, 6 P.M. Tuesdays P.M.  
Ages 12-up. “For those who think they can’t draw, 
but can.” Supplies provided. Sasha Bruce Youth-
work at Randall Community Center. Entrance 
door near playground.

FRENCH LANGUAGE 101, 4-7 P.M., Monday-
Friday. Self-paced online program.  Sasha Bruce 
Youthwork at Randall Community Center.  
Entrance door near playground.

GAME NIGHT AT RANDALL Community Cen-
ter, Mondays, 6:30-7:30 P.M. Come and play Domi-
nos, Checkers and Chess. Free for all ages. Sasha 
Bruce Youthwork at Randall Community 
Center. Entrance door near playground.

GIRL SCOUTS TROOP 4298, 5:30-7 P.M., 
Wednesdays, with Monica Evans. Ages K-12. King 
Greenleaf Recreation Center.

HAND DANCING, 12:30-3:30 P.M., Saturdays 
with Mr. Zeke. Ages 18 & older. King Greenleaf Rec-
reation Center.

JAZZ NIGHT IN SW, 6-9 P.M., Fridays, Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church. Various Jazz musicians 
and singers featured each Friday.  $5.  Food for sale.  

JOB SEEKERS PROGRAM, Thursdays, 1-6 P.M. 
(Note: no Job Seekers program is scheduled on 
11/26). One-on-one sessions offering help with 
resumes, cover letters, applications and other aspects 
of the job search process.  By appointment only. Call 
724-4298 or stop by the information desk to make 
an appointment. SW Neighborhood Library.

KING GREENLEAF BOY BASKETBALL Season, 
Ages 5-6, 7-8, 9-10. And 11-12. Call to sign up. Con-
tact Paul or Michael 202-645-7545. King Greenleaf 
Recreation Center

The KIWANIS CLUB OF SOUTHWEST WATER-
FRONT, 6:30-7:30 P.M., every first and third Mon-
day. Christ United Methodist Church, 900 4th St SW.

KNITTY GRITTY COMMITTEE, 7:30-8:30 P.M. 
Come join us every 3rd Tuesday of the month to 
knit, swap tips, and get to know your fellow neigh-
bors. Staff will be available to teach basic skills such 
as casting on yarn, and the purl and knit stitches. 
Please bring your own needles & yarn.  Children 
under 12 yrs of age must be accompanied by adult. 
SW Neighborhood Library.

KOMEN TOASTMASTERS, 10:30 A.M.-Noon, 
Every 1st & 3rd Saturday, Feel free to visit us and to 
see our communications and leadership program at 
work. SW Neighborhood Library.

OPEN MIC NIGHT -Every Friday, 5:30-7 P.M. 
(Not scheduled for  Dec. 25th & Jan 1st)  hosted 
by Sasha Bruce Youthwork. Free open space for 
Spoken Word, Poetry, Music, Rap, and Monologues.  
Sasha Bruce at Randall Community Center 9 “I” 
(eye) Street SW. Entrance door near playground. 
More information Email:  bford@sashabruce.
org.

POLICE SERVICE AREA 106, Community meet-
ing, 10-11 A.M., every Last Saturday, Senior Citizen 
Community Room at 900 5th Street S.E.  

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME, 10:30 A.M., Wednes-
days. (Not scheduled for Dec. 23rd & 30th). Join 
us for books, songs, rhymes, and finger plays as we 
continue to strengthen early literacy skills while 
enjoying stories together.  An easy craft activity fol-
lows story time each week. Designed for children 
ages 2 to 5 and their caregivers.  SW Neighborhood 
Library.

RELIGIOUS MOVIE SEMINAR,  6:30 p.m., with 
Father Gerry Lessard, O.P., sponsored by St. Dominic 
Catholic Church, every Sunday (except Dec 20 & 
27).  Dec 6th: Restless Heart: The Confessions of St. 
Augustine, Pt. 1 (2012); Dec. 13th: Restless Heart: 
The Confessions of St. Augustine, Pt.2. Located in the 
Parish Center in the Basement of the priory at  630 
E Street SW, 554-7863 . www.stdominicchurch.org  

SEATED YOGA TWICE A WEEK at Westminster 
Presbyterian, MONDAY from 11:00 A.M. - 12 
noon and WEDNESDAY from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Pamela Wilson guides a gentle series of movements 
designed to free the joints and ease the mind. This is 
part of Westminster’s Wellness program.

SALSA DANCING, 6 P.M. WEDNESDAYS -  Steve 
Surina will be leading classes in the exotic and fun 
dance of Salsa.  Bring a partner or come alone, 
everyone gets to dance. Sasha Bruce at Randall 
Community Center. Entrance door near playground.

SOUTHWEST WATERFRONT AARP CHAPTER 
#4751. The Southwest Waterfront AARP Chapter 
#4751 will hold its 12:00 noon Luncheon Meet-
ing on Wednesday, December 16, 2015. Cur-
rent AARP members and new prospective members 
are welcome. River Park Mutual Homes Community  
Room,- 1311 Delaware Avenue SW. For further infor-
mation, contact Chapter President Betty Jean Tolbert  
Jones, bettyjeantolbertjones@yahoo.com or 202-
554-0901. COST: $5.00 for lunch.

SOUTHWEST RENEWAL AA, Alcoholics Anony-
mous group, 7 P.M. Mondays, Sasha Bruce Youth-
work at Randall Community Center.  Entrance door 
near playground.

SPANISH LANGUAGE 101, 4-7 P.M., Monday-
Friday. Self-paced online program.  Sasha Bruce 
Youthwork at Randall Community Center.  
Entrance door near playground.

SW FREEWAY, NA, 7-8 P.M., Narcotics Anony-
mous group, Wednesdays, Westminster Presby-
terian Church, 400 “I” (Eye) Street SW

TEEN CLUB, 7-8 P.M, Every other Friday.  Ages 
14-19.  King Greenleaf Recreation Center.

TEEN GAME NIGHT, including Wii, 7-8:15 P.M., 
Thursdays, Ages 13-18. SW Neighborhood Library.

TINY ARCHITECTS, 12:30-2 P.M., Thursdays, 
Ages 3-5 experience the joy of building, creating 
and working with others guided by parents and vol-
unteers. Building blocks and supplies provided.  All 
children must be accompanied by parent or guard-
ian. Sasha Bruce Youthwork at Randall Community 
Center. Entrance door near playground.

WASHINGTON STAMP COLLECTOR’S CLUB, 
7-9 P.M., First and Third Wednesday each month.
Buy, trade and sell stamps. Refreshments, auctions 
and programs.  Christ United Methodist Church, 900 
Fourth Street SW.  202-863-0564.

YOGA FOR ADULTS AND TEENS, Tuesdays, 7-8 
P.M. All levels welcome. Presented by Yoga Activists. 
Mats are provided, or you can bring your own.  SW 
Neighborhood Library.

YOUNG LADIES ON THE RISE, 5:30-7 P.M., 
Thursdays, Ages 6-14. King Greenleaf Recreation 
Center.

YOUNG MEN FUTURE LEADERS, 5-6 P.M., 
Wednesdays, Ages 6-12. King Greenleaf Recreation 
Center.

ZUMBA, 6 P.M. Tuesdays & Thursdays, FREE, 
Sasha Bruce Youthwork at Randall Commu-
nity Center. Entrance door near playground.

ZUMBA for Adults 7:30 8:30 P.M.  Mondays (no 
class on 14th)- A fast paced, aerobic dance fitness 
program.  SW Neighborhood Library.

Community Calendar
View our on-line calendar at www.swdc.org/calendar.

Submit Calendar events to calendar@thesouthwester.com by the  
15th of the month preceding the month it is scheduled.
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Acoustic Pop Soul Vocalist & Songwriter

Westminster Presbyterian Church
401 "I" Street SW, Washington, DC 20024

First Inaugural Benefit
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2015, 6:30 PM

Proceeds benefit breast cancer
outreach efforts for education,

prevention, screening and early
detection.

CHALLENGE
From p. 1

Eligible students are required to draw up 
a storyboard (example below) of one of the 
five Racing Presidents (George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore 
Roosevelt, or William Howard Taft) making a 
major White House decision while president of 
the United States.

Examples could be George Washington 
choosing Washington, DC, as the capital. Or 
Teddy Roosevelt choosing to take over the 
Panama Canal Project. How about William 
“Bill” Taft being the first president to throw out 
the first pitch at a baseball game? “The key is 
to be creative and let your mind run wild,” says 
WHHA President Stewart McLaurin (former 
resident of 1250 4th St. SW).

Five lucky winners will have their story-
boards turned into professionally filmed and 
edited stories that will broadcast during a game 
at Nationals Park in 2016. Talk about college 
application material! In addition, winners will 
be invited to an award reception at the WHHA 
at Lafayette Square, together with their families, 
teachers, and school principals. A $1,000 grand 
prize will be awarded to each of the five winning 
submissions—one for each president. But the 
winner does not have to be one person, “it could 
be a single high school student, a classroom, a 
club, a group of friends, or a baseball team—all 
can compete!” (Note, you will have to divide the 
winnings among your group.)

The WHHA and the Washington Nationals 
have developed an educational outreach pro-
gram in the form of a short-film competition 
for high school students in 9th through 12th 

grade in the Washington, DC metropolitan 
area. The program focuses on the White House 
and presidential history. It examines the consti-
tutional powers of a president, focuses on deci-
sion-making in the White House, and considers 
how executive decisions throughout history were 
influenced by the diverse constituencies that 
make up the American citizenry. Many of these 
ideas were visible this season to Nationals fans 
as the WHHA sponsored White House trivia 
questions during all 81 home games. In addi-
tion, the WHHA is in part responsible for the 
secret 6th racing president this season, Calvin 
Coolidge. Fun trivia: Did you know Calvin 
Coolidge was the last president to throw out 
first pitch for a Washington baseball team in the 
World Series?

Every year for the past 35 years, the WHHA 
has sold the White House Christmas ornament, 
sequentially featuring presidents. This year the 
ornament features McLaurin’s favorite president, 
Calvin Coolidge. The ornaments will be on 
display and sale Dec. 12-13 during Winterfest at 
the Convention Center.

Historical resources that can help students 
create their storyboards can be found online 
at whitehousehistory.org/nationals/meet-the-
presidents. And, yes, it is possible to enter one 
storyboard for each president. The submission 
deadline is Feb. 25, 2016, and it must be 
emailed or postmarked by this date to be 
eligible. Judging will take place during March 
and April 2016 and participants will be notified 
of the results by April 15, 2016.

Additional information about the contest 
can be found online at whitehousehistory.org/
nationals.

To download a template of the storyboard 
format, visit http://goo.gl/itEGCe.

Ladies Night Out in Southwest
By: Julia Cole, Copy Editor,  

The Southwester

Whoever says there is nothing fun to 
do in Southwest clearly has never 
met my group of friends. Between 

a first-class theater, multiple restaurants, and the 
waterfront all within blocks of each other, there 
are limitless options for young neighborhood 
residents to entertain 
themselves.

One recent fall 
evening some of my 
girlfriends and I were 
treated to a very spe-
cial occasion, complete 
with a mailed invita-
tion, a mouth-watering 
home-cooked meal, and 
a show at Arena Stage. 
The night was billed 
as “Akeelah and the 
City” and involved din-
ner and a night out to 
the theater that would 
have made the four stars 
of “Sex and the City” 
proud.

The ladies met at 
a friend’s house in the 
neighborhood, dressed 
in our classiest attire. We enjoyed cheese, wine, 
and music while our friend’s devoted husband 
finished preparing a decadent dinner. We even-
tually sat down to enjoy what I can honestly 
say is one of the best meals I’ve ever had. The 
oxtail ragù had been simmering away in the 
sous vide since the previous afternoon, and was 
presented atop a bed of flavorful risotto.

Following dinner we ladies headed over to 
Arena Stage to see Akeelah and the Bee and enjoy 

a hilarious yet touching show. The play is a 
heart-warming tale of a girl with a natural skill 
for spelling who overcomes unfortunate circum-
stances to follow her passion. With the help of 
her mentor, she cultivates her talent, ultimately 
making it to the national spelling bee. Whether 
she wins or not is not my ending to spoil, but I 
was left with a feeling of hope as the actors took 
their final bows and danced their way offstage.

After indulging post-show desserts courtesy 
of Arena Stage, it was time to head home. Walk-
ing through the streets as we made our way 
home, we chatted about what a lovely evening 
it had been. Food, wine, good company, and 
the theater; nights like these should be cher-
ished and remembered. And we never even left 
the neighborhood! Who needs Broadway when 
you can enjoy such a fine evening right here in 
Southwest?!

Ladies enjoying a night out on the town in Southwest.

Career Fair Held at Arena Stage

DC Councilmembers Charles Allen (Ward 6) and Alyssa Silverman (At-Large) and 
their staff recently organized a career fair hosted at Arena Stage on October 30, 
2015, in conjunction with the DC Department of Employment Services.  This year, 

workshops were included covering several aspects of applying for a job.

Photos by Perry Klein

SWNA’s Technology Task Force set up over a dozen notebook computers in the Molly Smith Study, 
used to apply for jobs online.

Attendees applying online for jobs at WalMart and Giant with the assistance of DC Dept. of 
Employment Services staff.
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Harper-Simon & Associates
DC and Maryland Mobile Notary Public Services

DC Licensed Title Insurance Producer/Notary Signing Agent

202-554-0573 or 301-928-1180 
ghs919@gmail.com

Holy Eucharist  

& Service 

9:30 a.m.

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m.

“Embracing our 

diversity we are 

searchers for 

Justice, Truth  

and Beauty ... 

aware of and 

responding 

to community 

need.”

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
“A Spiritual Presence on DC’s Southwest Waterfront”
Wherever you are on your faith journey and in your life ...  

what ever questions, doubts and experiences you come with ... 
we welcome you to join us!

Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
Transition Worship Address 

Fellowship Hall  
at Christ United Methodist Church 

900 4th St., SW

Thursday, December 24, 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve service  
of Lessons and Carols 

with Holy Eucharist 
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 

202-554-3222 • www.staugustinesdc.org  
rector@staugustinesdc.org 

@StAugustinesDC

Khoi Q. Tran, D.M.D.
700 7th St. SW
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 554-4000

Call now for an appointment

Keep Your Teeth Healthy For Life!

In our office we believe the most important thing we can help
our patients do is keep their teeth and gums healthy for a lifetime.
Let us provide you with gentle care in a friendly, professional
environment. Please take advantage of our special welcome offer.

• A complete Exam, including digital X-Rays

• A Personal Consultation

• A Professional Cleaning*
*unless gum disease is present

NEW PATIENT OFFER $89

Near L'enfant Metro

$99

St. Matthew’s to Hold Last 
Christmas Tree Giveaway

After many years of working toward 
building a new church, St. Mat-
thew’s Lutheran Church (222 M St. 

SW) will finally break ground in January. 
This means their lot will be available to for 
one more Christmas tree giveaway before 
construction begins. From 2008 to 2013, St. 
Matthew’s sold trees at cost to the Southwest 
community. Last year they surprised the com-
munity by giving away trees as a way to say 
“thank you” for the community’s support.

On Saturday, Dec. 12, the congregation 
will give away 130 Christmas trees to their 
neighbors. The Reverend Phillip C. Huber, 
pastor of St. Matthew’s, said, “We are very 
pleased we could do this one more year before 
construction begins. Many in the commu-
nity look forward to decorating their homes 
with a St. Matthew’s Christmas tree for the 
holidays. We may not be able to make trees 
available to the community again until after 

construction is completed in 2017. So, we are 
glad we can provide this to our neighbors for 
another year.”

The Christmas tree giveaway will begin 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 12. Only those 
who have obtained a reservation before 
Dec. 12 will be able to receive a tree from 
10 a.m. to Noon. Reservations will be given 
on a first-come, first-served basis and can be 
obtained by either emailing (stmatthewsdc@
hughes.net) or calling (202.484.3189) the 
church. Reservations can be made at St. Mat-
thews’ lot beginning at 10 a.m. to pick up a 
tree, if any remain, after the noon hour.

The congregation will be offering free 
food and beverages for the community and 
will have a display showing the design of the 
new building. There will be opportunity to 
meet with church leaders, the architect, and 
development staff to talk about the design 
and community benefits of the project.

St. Matthew’s members and Southwest neighbors at last year’s Christmas tree giveaway.

Higgins Consolidated Endeavors
Commercial • Residential • Industrial

Plumbing • HVAC • Welding • Sewer & Water Repair
Backflow Testing • Hydro-jetting • Cross Connection

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

301-420-3090 • 202-554-5418
www.higginsconsolidated.com  

higginsconsolidated@gmail.com

Serving your community for over 20 years

Fun Run With Your Neighbors!
Pacers recently opened in Navy Yard in the Boilermaker Shops. Come join The Southwester 

staff and others in the neighborhood to join free fun runs! All paces and distances are welcome.

Saini Air-Conditioning, Inc.
Heating • Air-Conditioning • Refrigeration 

Sales • Repairs • Installation
Since 1976  Licensed • Insured • Bonded • www.sainiac.com

Serving Entire Metropolitan Area • Over 30 Years Experience

202-554-5528 | Cell: 202-821-7140


